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                                           LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

Livestock management system refers to the way or act of keeping farm animals in good 

condition of health to enhance higher productivity. 

Livestock management involves the integration of good feeding, good housing, better hygiene 

or sanitation, better pest and disease control among others. It also include the level of farm 

animal exposure to sunshine, pasture as well as to the environment. 

TYPES OF LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

There are three major types of livestock management systems. Namely: 

i. Extensive System. 

ii. Semi-intensive System. 

iii. Intensive System. 

i. EXTENSIVE SYSTEM: 

In this system, farm animals are allowed to roam about in search of food and water. There are 

no proper housing unit, care and feeding for the animals. 

-FEATURES OF EXTENSIVE SYSTEM: 

1. Farm animals are allowed to fend for themselves. In order words, they move about to search 

for food and water. 

2. Initial capital requirement is small as well as the cost of production. 

3. Animal are exposed to unfavourable weather condition. 

4. Growth rate is delayed as they spend much energy in roaming about. 

5. Low labour requirement: In most cases family labour is needed to run the business. 

6. Limited use of technology: The use of modern technology to boost production is limited. 

7. No provision of housing unit. 

8. Poor performance of animals in terms of growth and production (such as milk, egg, meat et 

cetera) 

9. Records on performance of farm animals are not kept. 

10. Animals are not given medical attention such as vaccination and administration of drugs. 

11. Poor breeds of animals are reared in this system. 

 

-ADVANTAGES OF EXTENSIVE SYSTEM 
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1. The initial capital requirement and cost of production is low/small. 

2. Labour needed is small. 

3. Animals mate freely in this system. 

4. The system ensure fair distribution of animal manure (dung) as they move about. 

5. It is suitable for management of breeding stock. 

6. Animals are hardier as they get minerals and vitamins from grasses they feed on thereby 

promoting resistance to diseases. 

7. It minimizes the incidence of ectoparasites. 

-DISADVANTAGES OF EXTENSIVE SYSTEM 

1. It requires large area of land. It cannot be practiced where the area of land is small or 

inadequate.  

2. It exposes animal to extreme or harsh weather condition. 

3. No proper medical attention is given to the animals. 

4. There is low economic returns from investment. The benefit, gain or money obtain is small. 

5. Mating is not controlled. 

6. There is economic losses through predators, thieves and   of eggs in bush. 

7. Products from animals is very low. 

8. Animals destroy cultivated crops and in some cases lead to community disputes. 

9. It may lead to accumulation or exposure of animals to both end and ectoparasites. 

10. Lots of effort is needed in controlling the animals if their number is large.  

11. Large number of labour is required to collect some products from the animals e.g. eggs 

(ii) SEMI-INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

This system is mid-way between the extensive and intensive systems. The animals are housed 

in a building at night but are allowed to move about within a fenced area during the day. It 

requires less capital investment. Disease and parasite incidence is slightly high. 

-GENERAL FEATURES OF SEMI-INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

1. Less capital is needed to invest in this system. 

2. Housing unit is provided for the animals to rest at night and during bad weather. 

3. Incidence of disease and parasites is slightly high. 

4. Skeletal records of the number of animals and other farm operations are kept. 

5. Free movement of animals during the day to graze on pasture is possible. 

6. Supply of supplementary feed to animals is done in this system. 

7. Given of medication to the animals is done in sometimes (that is vaccination and drugs). 
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8. Protection against adverse weather condition as result of available housing unit. 

9. Protection against predators and thieves. 

10. The number of animals kept under this system is higher than those kept under extensive 

system. 

-ADVANTAGES OF SEMI-INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

1. There is protection of animals against adverse weather condition. 

2. Animals are protected against attack from (wild animals) predators and thieves. 

3. More number of animals are reared at the same time. 

4. Animals have access to natural pasture which provide vitamins and minerals to them. 

5. Less capital investment is needed. 

6. In case of outbreak of diseases, it is easier to isolate and handle (treat) the animals. 

DISADVANTAGES OF SEMI-INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

1. There is low production of animal products. 

2. Vices such as feather pecking, cannibalism and fighting may arise/occur. 

3. It leads to high cost of feeding the animals. 

4. Labour requirement is high with regard to feeding the animals and other farm operations. 

 

(iii) INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

In this system, animals are confined within the building and are not allowed to move out. Feeds, 

water and all medications are provided for the animals. There is high stocking density of the 

animals. 

GENERAL FEATURES OF INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

1. Complete confinement of animals in a house. Animals are not allowed to roam about. 

2. High stock density: It allows for large number of animals to be kept at a time. 

3. Provision of balanced diet to the animals. 

4. Provision of medication. All necessary medication is given to the animals. 

5. Keeping of good records: Detailed records are kept for each group of animals. 

6. High capital requirement: The capital/money needed to establish and operate intensive 

system is very high. 

7. Good economic returns: the return or gain from investing in this system (good and) is 

encouraging. 

8. Improved breeds of animals are kept. 

9. Practice of Automation: Some automatic machines and equipment can be practiced. 

Example: we have some automatic feeders, egg collection for poultry. 
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10. Low Labour requirement: labour requirement to operate this system is very small 

(compared to the number of animals kept). 

11. Provision of good houses for the animals. 

12. Practice of zero grazing: Providing forages to the animals in their pens especially ruminants 

is common. 

 

ADVANTAGES OF INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

1. It gives animals protection against adverse weather condition, predators and thieves. 

2. There is proper record keeping (or performance of animals). 

3. There is proper supervision of animals. 

4. It reduces indiscriminate mating/free mating. 

5. It reduces incidence of disease and pest infestations. 

6. It ensures better health care of animals. 

7. Sick animals are easily identified. 

8. It ensures adequate feeding or balance feeding of animals. 

9. It enhances good performance of the animals. 

10. It allows efficient use of labour. 

11. There is high stocking density for all species of animals. 

12. Animals do not destroy farmers’ crops. 

13. It allows some automatic techniques to be used. Examples: use of automatic feeders, etc. 

14. It protects animals against physical hazards/environmental hazards. 

 

DISADVANTAGES OF INTENSIVE SYSTEM 

1. Capital required to set up/establish and operate the system is very low. 

2. There is high maintenance/ cost of building and other equipment. 

3. The cost of feeding and medication for animals in this system is very high. 

4. Technical problems may arise as a result of some automation. 

5. Animals do not have enough space for exercising themselves. 

6. Animals may be bored in staying at a place and leg fatigue (weakness of legs) for poultry 

birds especially those kept in battery cage system. 

 

 

  


