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GREEED AND ITS EFFECTS 

AHAB SEIZES NABOTH’S VINEYARD [1Kings 21;1-16] 

Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard close to the palace of Ahab. Ahab desired the 

vineyard and went ahead to request the vineyard from Naboth so as to convert it to 

a vegetable garden either in exchange for money or a better vineyard. Naboth turned 

down the request, pointing out that it was his father’s inheritance .Ahab went home 

very sad and refused to eat food. 

Jezebel, his wife, having discovered his mood, enquired from him the cause. Ahab 

explained to her how Naboth refused to grant his request of taking his vineyard in 

exchange for a better vineyard or money. Jezebel asked him to cheer up and eat his 

food, assuring him that he would possess Naboth’s vineyard. 

Jezebel then wrote a letter in the name of Ahab, addressed to the elders and nobles 

of Jezreel. She instructed them to proclaim a fast, set Naboth on high among the 

people and get two base fellows to accuse him of cursing God and the king. They 

were to immediately take him out and stone him to death. The elders carried out the 

instruction as contained in the letter, thereby putting Naboth to death. 

Jezebel, on hearing that Naboth was dead, directed her husband to take possession 

of the vineyard. Ahab happily arose and went to the vineyard in order to take 

possession. 

CONSEQUENCES OF AHAB’S GREED [1kings 21; 17-29] 

When Ahab had gone to Naboth’s vineyard in order to take possession of it, God 

directed Elijah, His prophet in the days of Ahab to go and meet Ahab in Naboth’s 

vineyard and rebuke him for killing and taking possession of the dead person’s 

garden, and to pronounce the following curses on him: 
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I. Dogs would lick the blood of Ahab in the place where they licked the blood 

of Naboth. 

II. God would cut off every male from the house of Ahab. 

III. Dogs would eat Jezebel within the bounds of Jezreel. 

The dogs would eat any member of Ahab’s family who died in the city, while the 

birds of the air would eat any one of Ahab’s family who died in the open country. 

AHAB’S REACTION WHEN HE HEARD THE ABOVE CURSES. 

When Ahab heard the words of Elijah, he tore his cloths and put on sackcloth, as a 

show of repentance. God, as a result, postponed the punishment on the house of 

Ahab to the days of his sons and not in Ahab’s lifetime. 

LESSONS  

1. We should be contended with what we have. 

2. Poor people in the society should not be looked down upon. 

3. God hates envy and greed. 

4. Wives should not encourage their husbands to do evil. 

5. God sees us in all that we also secretly. 

6. The consequences of greed affect both the offender and the innocent. 

GEHAZI’S GREED AND ITS CONSEQUENCES [2Kings 5;1-27] 

Naaman was the great commander of the Syrian army, by whom the Syrians had 

defeated many nations. He was loved by the king of Syria, although he was a leper. 

In one of their encounters in war with Israel, the Syrians had taken captive an 

Israelite girl who became an attendant to the wife of Naaman. The Jewish girl 

informed her mistress of the ability of Elisha the prophet of Yahweh in samaria, to 

cure Naaman of his leprosy. 

Naaman made this known to the king of Syria and the king despatched a letter to the 

king of Israel, informed him that Naaman his servant was being sent to be cured of 

his leprosy. Naaman went with ten talents of silver, six hundred shekels of gold and 

ten festal garments. When the king of Israel received the letter, he was so troubled 

that he rent his cloths, regarding the letter as an attempt by the Syrian king to pick a 

quarrel with him, because according to the king of Israel, he was not God who could 

cure diseases. 

When Eliasha ,the man of God heard that the king of Israel had rent his cloth, he 

ordered that Naaman be sent to him so that he might know that there was a prophet 
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in Israel. When Naaman arrived at Eliasha’s doorstep, Elisha sent a messenger to 

inform him to go and wash seven times in the Jordan in order to have his flesh 

restored.  

Naaman was not happy with the words of Elisha because he thought that the prophet 

would call the name of his God, wave his hands about and cure him, rather than 

asking him to go to Jordan to wash. There were after all, superior rivers in Damascus, 

like the Abana and Pharpar. Naaman left in anger, but was advised by his servant to 

comply with the words of the prophet. He went to the Jordan and dipped himself 

seven times and his leprosy was cured and his flesh completely restored. 

As a show of gratitude to the prophet, Naaman returned to Elisha with gifts, but 

Elisha refused to accept the gifts from him. Naaman further requested that two mule-

loads of earth, i:e some quantity of sand from Israel, be given to him because, 

according to Naaman, he would thereafter worship no other god than the God of 

Israel. Elisha granted the request and sent him away in peace. When Naaman, had 

gone with the gifts, Gehazi was not happy and decided to run after him. When he 

came to Naaman , he lied to him, stating that soon after he departed, the sons of the 

prophet from the country of Ephraim had come to the prophet and that he was sent 

by the prophet to demand a talent of silver and two festal garments. The gifts were 

hidden in the house by Gehazi, who was soon summoned before Elisha. 

When Elisha asked Gehazi where he had been, he replied that he went nowhere. 

Elisha told Gehazi that he went with him in spirit when he ran after Naaman. Elisha 

went on to pronounce that Naaman’s leprosy would be transferred to Gehazi and his 

descendants. Gehazi left as white as snow. 

NOTE: Gehazi was the servant of Elisha 

MORAL LESSONS 

1. As Naaman obeyed God’s word, he received the gift of God’s grace. 

2. God’s blessing is found only in the path of trustful obedience. 

3. No act of sin can escape the notice of God, no matter how it is concealed 

before man. 

4. God is just in his justice. 

5. There is need for humility to achieve success. 

6. God can use ordinary people [maids] to achieve his purpose. 

7. We should not visit the house of God with empty hands. 

WEEK 3:  THE SUPREMACY OF GOD 
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THE PROPAGATION OF WORSHIP OF BAAL IN ISRAEL BY AHAB AND 

JEZEBEL (1king 16:29-34) 

Jezebel influenced Ahab her husband. Ahab in diverse ways encouraged and 

propagated Baalism in Israel. He built a house for Baal and erected an altar in it for 

its worship. He also made for Jezebel, an Asherah, and female counterpart of Baal. 

Ahab himself also served and worshipped Baal. 

Ahab’s idolatory made him so evil that during his reign, he allowed Hiel of Bethel 

to rebuild the cursed city of Jericho. Hiel lost his first son Abiram at the laying of its 

foundation, and his youngest son, Sequb, at the settings of its gates, according to 

God’s word spoken through Joshua. 

RELIGIOUS TENSION IN ISRAEL 

The propagation of Baal worship by Ahab and Jezebel causes religious tension. 

(1kings 17:1-7,1kings 18:3-6, 19;1-18) 

1. Prophets of God persecuted 

With the introduction of Baal worship in Israel, the prophets of God were persecuted 

by Jezebel. Obadiah, the officer in charge of King Ahab’s household, had to hide 

hundreds of those prophets, in fifties, in a cave. He also fed them with bread and 

water, morning and evening. 

2. Unsafe atmosphere for the worshippers of God 

As Jezebel, with the support of her husband king Ahab, was determined to make 

Baalism prevail in Israel by all means, the people did not feel safe to worship God. 

This largely reduced the number of loyal Yahweh worshippers. 

3. The Israelites suffered drought 

God caused drought in Israel for about three years and the people suffered greatly. 

At a point, the drought became so severe that the king’s animals were in the danger 

of dying out. King Ahab himself, together with Obadiah, had to go in search of green 

pasture for the animals. God used the drought partly as punishment to the Israelites 

for the idolatry they were practicing in form of baal worship and partly to show His 

supremacy over baal and prove Himself the owner and controller of everything. 

4. Baal prophets killed and Jezebel scares Elijah away. 

ELIJAH ANNOUNCES A DROUGHT (1kings 17:1-7) 
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As directed by God, Elijah announces a drought in Israel and it happened. This was 

to prove God as the Supreme Being. During the drought, God directed him to brook 

cherith, to the east of Jordan. There he hid himself and was fed by the ravens with 

bread and meat, morning and evening, he also drank from the brook. 

THE STORIES OF ELIJAH AND OBADIAH (1kings 18:7-19) 

In the third year of the drought, when it became severe in Samaria, the capital of 

Israel (the Northern kingdom), God sent Elijah to go and show himself to King Ahab 

and announce his readiness to bring rain on Israel. On his way to see the king, he 

met Obadiah, who as mentioned earlier, was searching for green pasture for the 

king’s animals. Elijah directed Obadiah to go and tell King Ahab to come and meet 

him at that place. At first, Obadiah was reluctant to take the message to the king. He 

feared that himself, might be killed if the King, who had been desperate to get at 

Elijah, should come and not find him. He sensed that the spirit of God was capable 

of taking him away to another place, anytime. Obadiah also reasoned that the king 

may have been told already how he hid the prophets of God and fed them. 

When Elijah assured him that he would remain there waiting, Obadiah went and 

brought Ahab to him. Seeing Elijah, the king said to him ‘is it you, you troubler of 

Israel’, This means that king Ahab felt that Elijah told king Ahab that what caused 

the drought was the forsaking of the commandments of God by the king Ahab 

himself and his (Ahab’s) father’s house. 

In the end, Elijah asked Ahab to gather on Mount Carmel all the Israelites the 

prophets of baal and prophets of Asherah. The purpose was to organize a contest 

through which he would prove God as the only true God confirm His supremacy 

over baal. After this, God would end the drought. 

NOTE: The drought in the land of Israel during Ahab’s reign was three and half 

years.  (James 5:17) 

ELIJAH ORGANISED THE CONTEST ON MOUNT CARMEL (1kings 

18:17-46) 

Elijah directed king Ahab to gather on mount Carmel four hundred and fifty prophets 

of baal, four hundred prophets of Asherah and all the Israelites for the contest. Elijah 

first rebuked the people of Israel for their infidelity and syncretic practice. He said 

‘How long will you go on limping with two different opinions? If Lord is God, 

follow Him, but if baal, then follow him.’ Through the contest, Elijah was to prove 

God publicly as the true and supreme God, not baal. 
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The condition for the contest was that a bull each would be offered to God and baal 

and the one that would answer by fire would prove to be true and supreme God. The 

prophets of baal were the first to offer a bull to their god, baal. They cried and bruised 

themselves from morning till past noon, but their god did not answer, as the bull laid 

on the altar they prepared remained unconsumed. 

As it got to Elijah’s turn to call on his God, he first prepared the altar with twelve 

stones, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. He laid the bull with wood on the 

altar and dug a trench around it. He then ordered the people to pour four jars of water 

on the burnt offering. It was done repeatedly and on the third time, when the trench 

was filled up, Elijah called on God to consume burnt offering, to prove himself as 

God in Israel and prove Elijah as His true servant. Immediately, the fire of the Lord 

fell from heaven and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones and the dust 

licking the water that was in the trench. Seeing what happened, the people fell on 

their faces and cried, ‘The Lord, He is God, The Lord, He is God’. This signified the 

restoration of their faith in God as the true and supreme God. 

Consequently, Elijah ordered the execution of the prophets of baal and they were 

killed at the brook of kishon. After the contest, Elijah went to the mountain top and 

prayed, and it was followed by heavy rain to mark the end of the drought. 

LESSONS LEARNT FROM THIS EVENT 

1. God is supreme and he can withhold the heavens from giving rain as a 

punishment for sin 

2. God protected those prophets that were loyal to Him in the land of Israel 

during the period of famine and drought. 

3. Kings should not encourage idol worship. 

4. God punishes idolatry because it means disobedience and unfaithfulness to 

Him 

5. Hardship sometimes comes from God, to punish and redirect sinners. 

6. Christians should avoid idol worship because it encourages immorality of 

different kinds, including conflicts, persecution, division and greed. 

WAYS THE CHURCH CAN FIGHT AGAINST IMMORAL ACTS IN 

THE SOCIETY. 

1. They must witness about Christ through revivals, crusades etc. 

2. Members of the church should avoid sin and lead exemplary lives. 

3. There is need to help the needy in the society. 
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4. Avoidance of partiality. 

5. Need for reward and punishment; members of the church should counsel 

those who go astray. 

6. Priests, Pastors, men of God should speak against 

injustice/corruption/immoralities 

7. Using social media to expose evil deeds/doers in the society. 

 

 

   

   

 

 


