
BUBENDORFF MEMORIAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL, ADAZI-NNUKWU 

BMGS – Greatness Through Hardwork 

Literature-in-English Note SS 1 

Week 1 

Topic:     Introduction to the Play, the Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka  

Content development:  

The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka tells the story of Sidi, a young woman living in an 

isolated Nigerian village in the 1960s, as she decides who to marry. Her choices are Lakunle, 

a schoolteacher, and Baroka, the Bale of the village, meaning its senior authority figure. 

The play tries to capture the confusion brought about by the imposition of western civilization 

through colonialism. Through the play, Soyinka throws lights on the Yoruba and indeed 

African world view on marriage with particular reference to bride price, women and other 

African value systems. In the play there is sharp contradiction between the notions of marriage 

by the two civilizations (African and Western). Through the characters of Baroka representing 

the African tradition, and Lakunle the modern tradition, Soyinka explores the worldviews of 

the different worlds.  

In all, the play tells the story of Sidi, a beautiful young woman living in a remote Nigerian 

village called Ilujinle, who must choose whether to marry Lakunle, a forward-thinking but 

condescending schoolteacher, or Baroka, the powerful and manipulative village chief known 

as the Bale. The play is divided into three scenes which take place over the course of one day 

in the village. 
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Week 2 

Topics:              Background of the Playwright, Setting and Plot     

Content development:  

a. Background of the playwright 

Wole Soyinka was born on July 13, 1934, in Nigeria and educated in England. In 1986, the 

playwright and political activist became the first African to receive the Nobel Prize for 

Literature. He dedicated his Nobel acceptance speech to Nelson Mandela. He is a Playwright 

and a poet. He is among the seminal writers of African literature. He is known for his greet 

love for theatre which he draws from his immediate cultural background. He is believed to 

have established the Yoruba ontology with his numerous works.  He has as well written a lot 

of plays which include; Jero’s play, the lion and the jewel, death and the king horseman, strong 

breed, a dance of the forest, the madmen and the specialists etc.  

b. Setting  

Ilujinle 

The village of Ilujinle, in Nigeria, is the overall setting for all of the action in the play. 

Ilujinle is defined in comparison to Lagos, the capital city of Nigeria. Ilujinle is 

physically isolated from Lagos and is therefore also culturally isolated. Whether or not 

the cultural differences between Ilujinle and Lagos are a good thing or a bad thing is 

one of the defining questions of the play.  

Lagos 

Lagos is the capital city of Nigeria. None of the events of the play take place in Lagos 

but it is a setting which looms large over many of the conversations had by the 

characters. Lakunle, in particular feels that Ilujinle would benefit from being more like 

Lagos. The Stranger, whose magazine is the catalyst for the events of the play, comes 

from Lagos.  

Schoolhouse 

Lakunle’s schoolhouse is the setting where the audience first meets the characters... 

c. The Plot Summary  

The play begins with its first being “Morning,” takes place outside of the schoolhouse. Sidi 

carries a pail of water on her head as she walks by and Lakunle rushes outside to criticize her 

for carrying it on her head, claiming that it will damage her neck. Lakunle then criticizes Sidi 

for dressing immodestly. Lakunle mentions his desire to marry Sidi and Sidi tells him that she 

will marry him whenever he likes, as long as he pays her “bride-price” (9) first. Lakunle claims 

that the custom of paying for a wife is offensive and refuses to do it.  

Some of the villagers enter the stage and inform Sidi that a man known only as The Stranger 

has returned to the village. When The Stranger last visited the village he took photographs of 

Sidi and he has now returned with a copy of the magazine in which Sidi’s pictures have been 

printed. The villagers inform Sidi that she looks very beautiful in the magazine. The villagers 
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join together to do mimed/dance performance telling the story of The Stranger’s previous visit 

to the village. The performance is temporarily interrupted by Baroka, who then joins in with 

the performance himself. After the performance concludes, Sidi drags Lakunle away to look 

for The Stranger so that she can see herself in the magazine. Alone onstage, Baroka muses out 

loud about how long it has been since he last took a wife.  

The second scene, takes place on a road in Ilujinle. Sadiku, the eldest of Baroka’s many wives, 

Sadiku, approaches Sidi and tells her that Baroka wishes to marry her, much to Lakunle’s 

dismay. Seeing her photographs in the magazine has made Sidi suddenly aware of her beauty 

and she announces that she is now too good to marry Lakunle and too good to marry Baroka 

as well. Lakunle tells the story of how Baroka sabotaged an attempt to build a railway line near 

Ilujinle, which is performed in a mimed dance as Lakunle tells the story.  

The scene continues in Baroka’s palace where Sadiku returns to tell Baroka that Sidi has 

rejected his proposal. Baroka confesses to Sadiku that he has become impotent and had hoped 

that marrying a young woman would cure him. Baroka makes Sadiku promise not to tell anyone 

about his impotence.  

In the final scene, Sadiku returns to the streets of the village where she gleefully celebrates the 

news of Baroka’s impotence and tells Sidi about it. Sidi decides to visit Baroka so that she can 

inwardly mock him. Lakunle opposes this idea because he fears that Baroka may become 

violent towards Sidi if he realizes that she is mocking him.  

At Baroka’s palace, Sidi arrives and Baroka feigns no knowledge of Sadiku proposing to Sidi 

on his behalf. Baroka reveals to Sidi that he has plans for the village to print its own stamps 

and promises Sidi that he will print her picture on the stamps, meaning that her face will become 

famous throughout the country.  

Back in the village, Sadiku and Lakunle watch a mimed dance performance spreading the news 

of Baroka’s impotence. Sidi returns to them in floods of tears. Lakunle fears that she has been 

raped and Sidi confirms to Sadiku that she is no longer a virgin. Lakunle announces that he 

will marry Sidi despite this and Sidi runs away. Sadiku follows Sidi and then returns to Lakunle. 

Sadiku tells Lakunle that Sidi is preparing herself for a wedding. This news shocks Lakunle 

who feels that things are moving too fast. Sidi returns and laughs at Lakunle for believing that 

she would marry him. Sidi announces her intention to marry Baroka, who had faked his 

impotence as a way of luring Sidi to visit him. Sidi exits the stage singing 
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Week 3 

Topics:                          Studying Acts 1, 2, and 3. 

Content Development:  

a. Act one: morning 

Lankule is teaching arithmetic times when he notices Sidi through the classroom’s window 

carrying a pail of water on her head. He rushes out of the class and to the opposite side. He 

offers to help Sidi lower the bucket but Sidi refuses. He seizes it but some water spills on him. 

Lankule tells Sidi that she must stop carrying heavy loads on her head. The effect is her neck 

will shrink which he likens to squashed drawings of his pupils. He also complains of Sidi’s 

traditional way of wearing that exposes her shoulders and outline of her breasts.  

Sidi has had enough of Lankule that she asks if she can take the pail. However, Lankule refuses 

asking her to first marry her. Sidi replies she has no problem with that. She can marry him on 

any day as long as he pays the bride price. Lankule refuses but Sidi insists she won’t become 

the laughing stock in the village. 

Lankule offers the reason he can’t pay the bride price which he likens to buying a heifer off the 

market stalls. He describes to Sidi the married life of civilized people. He kisses her but Sidi is 

repelled by that behaviour terming it as unclean. 

As they are talking, they hear a crowd of youth and drummers. Sidi   demands Lankule to give 

her the bucket or else the people will jeer at her. 

The girls feed Sidi with information about the lost traveller - A man from another world who 

speaks in a foreign accent. Sidi enquires if the stranger has returned with the magazine he had 

promised; a magazine that will announce Sidi’s beauty to the world. 

The girls tell her the Lagos man returned with the book (magazine) and her images appear on 

the cover and middle leaves (pages) of the book. She learns the Bale of the village (Baroka) 

also appears somewhere in the book but shares his image with the village’s latrine. 

They dance the dance of the Lost Traveller. Sidi assigns the young people a role to play in the 

dance that will retell how the Lagos man got lost and found himself in the village of Illunjire. 

Lankule acts as the Stranger while Sidi acts as the beautiful young woman. 

The stranger was traveling somewhere when his car broke down. He restarted it but it failed. 

He climbed out of the car, checked the tyres and climbed in. He ignited the engine but the car 

didn’t give in. He picked up his camera and helmet and took a swig from his flask of whisky 

before putting it into his pocket. He began the trek to find a nearby village. 

He heard a girl singing somewhere from the bush. He shook his head, drank his whisky again 

convinced he was suffering from sun-stroke. He threw the empty bottle. He heard a scream and 

torrents of abusive words. He tiptoed to where the female’s voice was coming from. What he 

saw made him unhitch his camera. Not focusing where he was stepping on as he tried to find a 

good position to take several pictures of the girl who was bathing in a pool of water; he plunged 

into the water. The young woman screamed and ran to the village with a part of her cloth 
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covering her. The stranger followed a little later wringing out the water from his clothes. Sidi 

returned with the villagers who hauled the stranger off to the town centre. 

Baroka, the chief of Illunjire sympathized with the stranger. He besieged the villagers not to 

kill him. He ordered dry clothes for him and a feast in his honour. He captured several pictures 

of the party and Sidi who was dancing. 

 

b. Act two: Noon 

Sidi is engrossed in the pictures of herself in the magazine. Following behind is Lankule who’s 

carrying a bundle of firewood for Sidi. Sadiku meets them on the road leading to and from the 

town centre. 

Sadiku asks Sidi to be Baroka’s wife. Sidi asks Sadiku why Baroka is requesting for her hand 

after her images are published in the magazine. Why didn’t he ask her to be his wife before her 

beauty was exposed to the world? Since she has refused to become Baroka’s wife, Sadiku 

requests her to accept Baroka’s personal invitation at his homestead for an evening mean 

(supper). Sidi tells Sadiku that she wasn’t born the previous day. She knows Baroka’s tricks 

It is at this point Lankule reveals to Sidi the other side of Baroka. She narrates how Baroka 

foiled the Public Works attempt to build a railway line through Ilujinle. 

Baroka is lying on the bed while his life wife, Ailatu is pulling out the hairs from his armpit. 

She asks Baroka how she’s fairing on the task. Baroka tells her she’s being over-gentle with 

the pull. She tells him she will improve but Baroka tells her she shouldn’t bother about it 

because he intends to marry another young woman. Ailatu becomes angry. She plucks the hairs 

violently. Baroka orders her out of the room when Sadiku enters. 

Baroka asks if she’s brought a balm because of the pain he’s feeling under his armpit. Sadiku 

tells him that Sidi has refused both of his proposals. She considers him old and she can’t sap 

with married men. Baroka is astonished to be called old. He recounts to Sadiku his youth life 

and how brave and strong he was. Nevertheless, he reveals to Sadiku a secret he hopes she 

won’t disclose to anybody. He tells her his manhood is no longer functioning. Sadiku can’t 

believe it. Baroka warns her not to tell anybody. 

 

c. Act three: Night 

Sidi is standing by the classroom window, admiring her images on the magazine. She watches 

Sadiku in astonishment who is oblivious of her presence. Sadiku places a curved figure of the 

Bale in front of the ‘Odun’ tree. She dances around the tree, chanting “Take warning, my 

masters we’ll scotch you in the end.” 

Sidi enquires why she is behaving as an insane person. Sadiku reveals to Sidi the secret. Sidi 

leaps in the air, happy to hear the good news. She exclaims, “We won! We won! Hurray for 

womankind!” They don’t recognize Lankule who has joined their presence. They dance around 

the tree chanting “Take warning, my masters we’ll scotch you in the end.” 
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Sidi mentions to Sadiku that she wants to pay Baroka a visit. Her intention is to poke fun at 

Baroka’s impotency. Lankule pleads with her not to go but Sidi tells her as long as she doesn’t 

reveal to Baroka of the secret, she can go and ridicule Baroka. 

She finds Baroka wrestling with his left man (warrior/bodyguard). Baroka asks her why she 

has arrived at his bedroom unannounced. She replies she didn’t find anybody at the entrance 

to his bedroom. Baroka laments at this intrusion. 

After the wrestling match, Sidi pretends she’s repentant for the words she uttered – Baroka is 

old and she can’t sap with married men. She makes fun of Baroka indirectly. She tells him that 

maybe the man who wants to marry her can’t sire children. She says to him, “Maybe the 

children are plagued with shyness and refuse to come into the world.” 

Baroka reveals to Sidi a stamping machine he owns. He tells Sidi the stamps will contain her 

images which will announce to the world her beauty. Baroka groans how people talk ill of him 

and how his office task is tiresome. Sidi leans on Baroka’s shoulder. 

Lankule wonders why Sidi is late. It is in the evening and Sidi hasn’t returned. He thinks 

something bad must have happened to her. 

Sidi who has been running throws herself to the ground against the tree and sobs violently. 

Sadiku kneels besides her and asks her what the problem is. She pushes her away. She also 

tells Lankule not to touch her. She tells Sadiku that Baroka had lied to her. 

Suddenly, she leaves. Lankule requests Sadiku to find out where she has gone. She returns with 

the news Sidi is packing her things and oiling herself as a bride does before her wedding. 

Sidi, accompanied by a crowd and musicians hands Lankule the magazine that contains her 

images. Sidi reveals to Lankule she is heading to Baroka’s place. Sidi requests Sadiku to bless 

her. 

 

 

 

 

 


