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WEEDS 

What are weeds? 

Weeds are plants that grows where they are not wanted. Weeds are unwanted 

plants in our farms, because they always compete with the farm crops and often 

times over shadows it. Weeds makes crop plants to dwindle in yields or 

sometimes produces very poorly. 

Classification of Weeds 

1. Grasses: The weeds can appear in form of grasses with their life span 

ranging from annuals, biennials and perennials. E.g. Tridax, guinea grass, 

Bahama grass. 

2. Legumes: Example: Crotalaria, Stylo, pueraria and calopogonium 

3. Shrubs: They are tress scattered within the grass field/land. Examples 

are: Oak trees, sisal, balsam, thyme, hibiscus, morning glory, clemantis 

and sunflower plants.  

 

Some common weeds and their botanical names as are shown below: 

Grass S/N Common Name Botanical Name 

 1 Elephant    grass Pennisetum 

purpureum 

 2. Guinea       grass Panicum    maximum 

 3. Spear         grass Imperata   cylindrical 

 4. Carpet       grass Axonopus  

compressus 

 5. Giant Star grass Cynodon    

plactostachyum 

 6. Stubborn  grass Eleucine        indica 

 7. Bahama    grass Cynodon       dactylon 

 8. Gamba     grass Andropogon tectorum 

and Andropogon 

gayanus 

 9. Tridax/Coatbutton Tridax            

procumbens 

Legume 1. Crotalaria  Crotalaria     Spp 
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 2. Cowpea Vigna             

Uniculata 

 3. Centro Centrosema  

pubescens 

 4. Kudzu Puraeria  

phaseoloides  

 5. Stylo  Stylosanthes  gracilies 

 6. Calopo Calopogonium  

mucunoides 

 7. Wire Weed  Sida                    

acuta 

 8. Siam Weed Chromolaena    

odorata 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF WEEDS 

1. Weeds often produce large number of seeds which germinates and grows 

very rapidly. 

2. Seeds of some weeds remains viable/alife for a long period of time even 

in drought time. 

3. They possess special features for surviving adverse conditions e.g. 

Storage of food and water in the stem and roots, perenating organs and 

thick covering to withstand fire.  

4. Seeds are encased in capsules which makes it to remain dormant during 

bad weather condition of an area while germination follows later. 

5. They have structural adaptation to make dispersal by wind, water and 

animals easy. 

6. Some weeds mature at the same time as the main crops, and so are 

harvested together with crop seeds. This enables them escape detection 

and destruction.  

7. The rapid growing weeds produces large leaves within a short time. 

8. Most of the weeds are wind pollinated and so produces large number of 

pollen grains. 

9. Weeds are generally aggressive and persistent or stubborn  
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USES OF WEED 

1. Weeds are source of food to man. E.g. Talenium Triangulare(Waterleaf) 

and bitter leaf 

2. Weeds are mainly used as feeds for livestock since they are rich in 

nutrients. Example;  centrosema, pueraria, and goat weeds (Ageratum  

conizoids) 

3. Some weeds are very useful for medicine E.g. Imperata cylindrical (Spear 

grass) 

4. They are good source of compost and green manures for improving soil 

fertility and crop yields. 

5. They act as cover crops for reducing soil erosion and leaching of 

nutrients. 

6. Weeds helps to eradicate nematode infection in the soil. E.g. crotalaria 

and stylosanthes. 

7. Weeds helps in quick recycling of nutrients.  

 

Adverse Effects of Weeds 

 

1. They compete with crop plants for nutrients, light, space, and water. 

2. They can harbour specific plant pests. 

3. High cost is incurred during weed control. 

4. They reduce market value of crops like cereals which may contain grains 

(seeds) of weeds.  

5. Some weeds leads to food poisoning because some of them contains 

poisonous substances. 

6. It reduces the value of the pasture when they affects the flavour of 

grazing animals’ milk. 

7. It reduces the quality of wools and hides, when the animals dine on some 

weed seeds. 

 


