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CITIZENSHIP 

Citizenship is the status of being a citizen of a particular country accepting 

all the rights and responsibilities. It is a condition of being a member of a country 

with all the privileges and rights. It can also be defined as membership of a state. 

This means that the status of citizenship gives the person enjoying it the benefit 

of enjoying all rights guaranteed by the state. The person has also the 

responsibility of performing all civic duties and obligations expected of him as a 

citizen of the country. In this respect, Nigerian citizenship is accorded to a 

Nigerian citizen or national.  

Who is a citizen? 

A citizen is a legal member of a country with full constitutional rights in the 

country in which he or she was born or resides. A citizen of any country is a legal 

member of the country enjoying full political and civic rights of the country and 

at the same time owes allegiance to the country. As a legal or bonafide member 

of a country he is ready to risk his life in defence of its territorial integrity when 

it is deemed necessary.  

 

In Nigeria, citizens have political and civic right they enjoy by virtue of their 

citizenship. They also have civic responsibilities to perform. A citizen also means 

national. A Nigerian citizen is also known as Nigerian national. 

 

Hence, not everybody we see in a country or resides in a country is a citizen. Non-

citizens of a country are called foreigners or aliens. 

 

Types of citizenship 

Types of citizenship refer to different ways citizenship can be acquired. 

According to the 1999 constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria as amended, 

there are three (3) main ways of acquiring Nigerian citizenship. They include; 

citizenship by birth, by registration, and by naturalization. 
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A. Citizenship by birth: A person is a citizen by birth if either of his parents; 

i.e. mother or father is a citizen of a country. It does not matter whether he 

is born in Nigeria or outside Nigeria. In Nigeria, a person born in Nigeria 

is a citizen if his parents are Nigerian citizens. 

B. Citizenship by registration: A foreigner can acquire citizenship of Nigeria 

by registration. A non-Nigerian can be a citizen of Nigeria by registration. 

This applies to three different groups of persons:   

i. A foreign woman married to a Nigerian citizen. This is 

citizenship by marriage through its documentation. 

ii. A child who is not a Nigerian but has been adopted by a 

Nigerian. 

iii. A person who is 18 years of age or above, born outside 

Nigeria by either Nigeria parents or grandparents. The process 

is done through an application to the Nigerian president 

through the immigration office.  

C. Citizenship by naturalization: Naturalization is the process by which a non-

citizen or alien of a country is accorded with the citizenship of that country 

where he is residing. 

This concerns aliens who have lived in Nigeria up to fifteen years with 

genuine interest in the affairs of Nigeria and ability to meet certain 

conditions as confirmed in the constitution. Such as: 

i. He is 18 years of age or above. 

ii. He is of good character. 

iii. He pays his taxes regularly and when due etc. 

If the foreigner/person is granted the application of citizenship, he/she will 

take an oath of loyalty to the Federal Republic of Nigeria, called the ‘’Oath 

of Allegiance’’.  

Other ways of becoming a citizen of a country 

D. Citizenship by conferment: This is a situation where an individual is 

conferred with honorary citizenship of another country. This is made 

possible if the individual has distinguished him/herself in a particular area. 

Example: Mariam Makeba was conferred the citizenship of countries like 

Guinea, Tanzania, and Liberia because of her outstanding music 

achievement. 
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E. Citizenship by conquest: Through conquest after secessionist struggle, 

citizenship of certain individual may change by acquiring a new status. For 

example the Britain people changed their citizenship to that of their new 

state after the secessionist force succeeded in creating a new state out of 

Ethiopia etc.  

Ways of losing citizenship 

The citizenship of a Nigerian by birth cannot be withdrawn in the event of 

committing any type of crime, he is only punished accordingly. This right does 

not favour a Nigerian citizen by naturalization. The citizenship by naturalization 

can be withdrawn form him/her if he/she is found guilty of crimes such as: 

a. Disloyalty to the government of the country. 

b. Playing sabotage such as supporting another country engaged in war with 

his country. 

c. Dual citizenship. 

d. Treason. 

e. Imprisonment: If within a period of 5-7 years after becoming naturalized, 

he/she is sentenced to imprisonment for a term not less than 3 years. 

 


