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TERM: THIRD 

                                             WEEK TWO 

1.0.RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND MAN 

God created man in his own image and likeness that he may know, love and worship Him 

thereby enjoy eternity with Him. This vision of God in creating human being cannot become a 

reality unless man relates well with God through the understanding of his fellow human beings 

in the family, community, schools, churches and other organisations.  Thus, man’s relationship 

with God is triangular. This implies that man relates to God through his relationship with his 

co-human beings. 

Succinctly put, relationship with God and man simply means the understandable interaction 

between human beings in the society which can be extended to the undisputable and peace-

loving God in heaven. We cannot say that we relate, love and worship God without first 

understanding our fellow human beings in the society.  With this in mind, let us therefore delve 

into thorough discussion on the institutions through which we relate with God one after the 

other beginning first with the family. 

1.1.Relationship in the Family: 

i) Meaning of Family:  

A family is a group of people who are closely related by blood. For example, families in the 

Bible are the families of Adam (Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel and Seth); the family of Isaac (Isaac, 

Rebecca, Esau and Jacob); the family of Abraham (Abraham, Sarah and Isaac). The people 

mentioned above are related by blood very closely. If they are brought together, they are still a 

family but an extended one for they are still relations. Today each of us comes from a family 

and it is expected that we know the names of our family members ranging from our parents to 

our siblings and other distance relatives (uncles, nieces, cousins, nephews, Aunts) 

Furthermore, family can be defined as the smallest social unit through which a community is 

formed. That is, it is the building block of the community. This entails that what we call 

communities today are made up of many families.  

ii) Methods of Becoming a Family Member: 

A family can be established through marriage, which we could be seen as a legal union of man 

and woman for purpose of procreation. This brings about two methods of becoming a family 

member. They include:  

a)Membership by Affinity 

b) Membership by consanguinity. Let discuss them one after the other. 

a) Affinity: If a woman is married into a family, she is a member of the family by affinity and 

the husband is also a member of her own family by affinity. This gives room for the names 

sister-in-law and brother-in-law, or daughter-in-law and son-in-law as the case may be. 
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b) Consanguinity: If people are born into the same family, they are members of the family by 

consanguinity. For example, if Chidi, Onyeka, and Ifeanyi were born into the same family by 

the same parent, they are members of the family by consanguinity. 

iii) Types of Family: 

We have two types of family: 

a) Nuclear Family 

b) Extended Family. Let us look at them critically. 

a) Nuclear Family:   

This is a family that is made up of father, mother, children and slaves. A typical nuclear family 

has a man as the father, a woman as the mother, children and slaves as the case may be. 

-Types of Nuclear Family: 

We have two types of nuclear family. They comprise: 

a) Monogamous Nuclear family 

b) Polygamous Nuclear family 

-Monogamous Nuclear Family:  

This is the popular nuclear family which many people know. It is made up of father, mother, 

children and probably slaves. For instance:  Mr. Okafor’s nuclear family is a monogamous 

nuclear family for it comprises Okafor (husband), Chidimma (the wife), Casmir, Christiana 

and Francisca (their children). It is obvious that members of this family know one another by 

name. It is also expected that there will be a cordial relationship between the parents, their 

children and slaves. 

-Polygamous Nuclear Family: 

Here, there is one man who marries two or more wives and they live together. This kind of 

nuclear family at times has more family members than the monogamous nuclear family. 

Meanwhile some Christian groups do not allow this kind of marriage for it at times breeds 

misunderstanding at family level. The polygamous nuclear family can be seen among Moslems 

and the members of African society because Africans use human beings as source of labour 

and it accounts for why many African nations are over-populated. In the polygamous nuclear 

family there is also what we call step-mother, half-brother(s) and half-sister(s). 

(b) Extended Family: 

Extended family is made up of two or more nuclear families as the offspring of one grand 

parent. The members of the extended family are related by blood and therefore, should not 

marry one another to avoid sin of incest. Incest occurs whenever there is sexual relationship 

among members of the same family and this makes God unhappy and it results to curses, 

sickness and death, whenever it occurs. 

Extended family has a wide range of members comprising the uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, 

cousins, grand-father, grand-mother, great-grand-father, great-grand-mother, father-in-law, 

brother-in-law, sister-in-law et cetera. The members of the extended family are supposed to 

recognise one another by names for the relationship to be strong. 
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MORAL LESSONS 

1. Family is the first agent of socialization and parents should be careful on the way they train 

their children in the family for that may mar or make them. 

2. We should endeavour to recognize our family members. 

3. Slaves should be given regard for they are members of the family. 

4. Family is the building block of the community. Therefore, how well a community is, is 

determined by the status of the families therein. 

 

                                                           WEEK THREE: 

TOPIC: RELATIONSHIP IN SCHOOL 

School socially, is the second agency of socialization where our children and wards are given 

training on good human relation. It is bigger than family and imparted both positively and 

negatively more than homes or families.  

In schools, the students relate with their fellow students, school prefects, friends, teachers and 

principals. Their interaction with the above people can either mar or make them. It is obvious 

that during interaction, people’s behaviour influence other people’s behaviour either negatively 

or positively. If there are bad teachers in school, bad school authority, bad prefects and bad 

students, any student that gains admission into the school is bound to learn bad morals. But if 

there are good ones in a school, any student that gains admission into the school will have a 

contrary experience. 

However, schools are places where the learners (students) are expected to be imparted with 

good morals, skills, values, aspirations, and knowledge for them to be functional individuals in 

future. In the school, children identify their schools by names (Bubendorf Memorial Grammar 

School, Adazi-Nnukwu), Uniform (white and white), badges, banner and motto. In the school, 

they meet and associate with other children of the same age group, sex, height, complexion and 

temperament. They learn each other’s names (Chika, Chidubem, Chiemerie), interact with each 

other in different aspects of school life, in class, in dormitory, at games and other school 

functions. They are able also to relate to students from other schools in inter-house 

competitions, inter-club competition and so on. In that way, they develop good relationship 

and habits that will take them into their adult life. Any person that is a misfit at this level may 

keep being maladjusted all through his/her life and the person can be termed a social failure. 

FACTORS THAT AFFECT CHOOSING FRIENDS IN SCHOOL: 

There are several factors that make students in schools to choose their friends. They include 

the following: 

a) Common interest 

b) Age 

c) Religion 

d) Intellectual affinity 

e) Economic background. Let’s discuss them one after the other 

a) Common Interest: Students of the same motive go together. 
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b) Age: Students of the same age bracket go together and we call them peer group. 

c) Religion: Students that find out that they are of the same religious background identify with 

one another. 

d) Intellectual affinity: Best brains in a class seem to go together/ rub minds together. 

e) Economic background: Students who think their parents have money identify with one 

another. 

 

 

 


