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SEQUENCE OF TENSES 

Tenses are verb forms that show or indicate time of an action. It is by the use of 

the appropriate tense in speech writing that our reader or listener can deduce for 

himself when the action we are about took place or happened. Tense refers to 

verbs only and is used to show changes of the verbs with the aim of showing the 

time an action take place, took place or will take place. 

TYPE OF TENSES 

1. The present tense(simple) 

2. Present continuous tense 

3. Present perfect tense 

4. Present perfect continuous tense 

5. Simple past tense 

6. Past continuous tense 

7. Past perfect tense 

8. Past perfect continuous tense 

9. Simple future tense 

10. Future continuous/progressive tense 

11. The future perfect tense 

 

1. THE SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE 

This is used to express habitual actions that is, what somebody does 

always, regularly, sometime, often, usually or what goes on all the time or 

general truth or statements. 

Examples; 

a. My mother cooks rice on Sundays or every Sunday  

b. I always listen to radio 

c. The sun rises in the east 

d. I go to school four times, a week. 

e. The student come to school early 

f. Teachers teach students always. 

g. Ikeh and Uche visit their uncle always etc. 
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2. THE PRESENT CONTINOUS TENSE 

This is used to express an action that is going on at the point speaking. 

Examples: 

a. The students are writing test. 

b. The children are dancing to the beat of the music. 

c. The teacher is teaching the students. 

d. It is raining cats and dogs. 

e. She is enjoying the film or she is watching film. 

f. The girls are helping their mother. 

 

3. THE PRESENT PERFECT TENSE 

This is often confusing but its function is very definite. It is used to show 

a past action when is still relevant or important to the present time or that 

has a link with the present, the modal auxiliary verbs “has” and “have” 

are used with the main verb. 

Examples: 

a. The Chief justice has arrived in the court 

b. The students have passed the test 

c. We have won the game 

d. The girl has just got married 

e. She has failed the test 

f. The man has come to see you 

g. The train/bus has arrived etc. 

 

4. THE PRESENT PERFECT PROGRESSIVE 

This tense is used to show an action that began in the past and is still 

going on or has not passed. The action is still relevant to the present. 

Examples: 

a. I have been teaching for the past three years. 

b. He has been writing the assignment for one hour 

c. The baby has been crying for two hours. 

d. She has been eating since morning. 

e. The students have been making a noise since yesterday night 

f. We have been sleeping without light for months etc. 

THE PAST TENSE TAKES THE FOLLOWING FORMS 

a. The simple past tense: I laughed 

b. The past continuous tense: I was laughing 
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c. The past perfect: I had laughed 

d. The past perfect continuous: I have been laughing 

 

5. THE SIMPLE PAST TENSE 

This is used to show an action started and completed in the past. 

Examples: 

a. The man died 

b. I played football in the morning 

c. He used to travel home when he was young 

d. Jesus wept 

e. I spent my mid-term break at Onitsha 

f. I went to the cinema yesterday 

g. Uche killed a lion recently etc. 

 

6. THE PAST CONTINOUS TENSE 

This involves two actions: One is completed whereas the other is still 

going on. The action that was going on in the past was interrupted by 

another action. 

Examples: 

a. I saw a mad man when I was coming to school this morning. 

b. The teacher was teaching the students when the principal sent for him 

c. She was sleeping when I tiptoed into her room. 

d. The principal was talking when the angry student interrupted him. 

e. The armed robbers broken into our house when we were sleeping. 

f. When I came into the staff room this morning a telephone was ringing 

etc. 

 

7. PAST PERFECT TENSE 

This is used to express two or more actions in the past. One of the actions 

was completed before the other took place. The action that happened first 

is expressed in past perfect tense while the other action is expressed in 

simple past tense. 

Examples: 

a. By the time I got to the principal’s office, he had left for the meeting 

b. The sick man had died before the doctor arrived. 

c. I had never seen a big sea until I went to stay with my aunt at the 

seaside. 
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d. After I had left the room, I remembered that my bag was still there. 

e. It had already rained heavily before I reached home. 

f. The armed robbers had escaped when the policemen arrived. Etc. 

 

8. PAST PERFECT PROGRESSIVE/ CONTINOUS 

Here, there are usually two actions one was completed in the distant past 

before the other took place. It is used to show that an action had been 

completed at a particular time in the past before the other took place. 

Examples: 

a. Dr. Ikeh had been teaching in the college for ten years before he went 

to America for further studies. 

b. The students had been writing S.S.C.E. for five years before she 

passed it last year. 

c. We had been praying since two hours ago before the pastor arrived. 

d. The police had been receiving bribe from criminal for years before he 

was caught last week. 

e. Some teachers had been teaching in this school since five years before 

they were promoted. 

 

9. THE SIMPLE FUTURE TENSE 

This tense is used to express ordinary future action, event or plan. In this 

tense and other future tense, the first person singular “I” and plural “we” 

always go with shall whereas the second person singular and plural "you" 

“and the third person singular “he”, “she”, “it” and plural “they” always 

go with “will” in expressing ordinary future actions. 

 

Examples: 

a. I shall visit you tomorrow evening 

b. We shall attend the meeting on Saturday  

c. He will visit you soon 

d. She will not come to school today. 

e. They will release the money when they have it. 

f. The money will be given to you. 
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10. THE FUTURE PERFECT TENSES 

This tense consists of two actions to be performed in future and one is 

completed before the other. It conveys the message that something will 

have been completed by a certain time in future. 

Examples: 

a. We shall have driven to the airport by the time the plane arrives. 

b. I shall have eaten my dinner by the time he comes back. 

c. You will have been arrested by the police by the time you steal the 

money. 

d. The occasion will have been over when we get there. 

e. The sun will have set by seven o’ clock. 

f. They will have left the house in an hour’s time. 

 

11. THE FUTURE PROGRESSIVE TENSE 

This is used to express an action that will be going on in future. 

Examples: 

a. We shall be travelling to Abuja this week. 

b. He will be getting married this year. 

c. They will be leaving the school soonest 

d. I shall be singing in the church this Sunday 

e. The dog will be barking tonight  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


