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COLONIAL ECONOMY 

Colonial economy refers to the system of production and consumption which 

were introduced in the colonies by the colonial masters in order to fulfil their 

economic demands such as raw materials, markets, areas of investment and areas 

of settlement. The aim of colonialism was economic exploitation of the colonies. 

Thus, once a territory has been conquered by the colonial masters, the next step 

was to establish colonial economy. Thus, colonial economy was basically the 

primary purpose of the European conquest of Africa.  

The purpose of establishing colonial economy was to ensure constant supply of 

raw materials, cheap labour, market areas of investment and areas for 

settlement. During that period, African economies were transformed and made 

inferior. 

SECTORS OF COLONIAL ECONOMY IN THE BRITISH NIGERIA 

The British colonial economy had a number of sectors which include agricultural, 

industrial, commercial and financial sectors. Let us look at them one after the 

other: 

THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR OF COLONIAL ECONOMY 

The colonial agricultural sector was guided by an agricultural policy which had 

the following features 

1. The production of cash crops was encouraged. These crops were to be 

exported to Europe to feed their home industries. Cash crops grown in 

Nigeria under British colonial agricultural economic policy include: Oil 

Palm (East), Cocoa (West), Groundnut (North). 
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2. Little or no attention was given to planting of food crops 

3. Exports of the cash crops was done purely on British terms 

4. The technology of agricultural production remained very much as it was 

before colonial rule. 

5. In the colonial agriculture, three systems were used to produce cash crop: 

plantation agriculture, settler agriculture and peasant agriculture. In 

plantation agriculture, the colonial government devoted a large area of land 

to large scale production of cash crops such as oil palm, cocoa, rubber, etc. 

cultivation was done by a large number of unskilled labourers who were 

closely supervised. In the settler agriculture, some foreign immigrants from 

Britain who had home in Nigeria engaged in commercial production by 

using cheap African labour. Lastly, peasant agriculture involved Nigerians 

who used their family to produce cash crops which they sold to the British.   

 

THE COMMERCIAL SECTOR OF COLONIAL ECONOMY 

The colonial commercial sector has the following features; 

1. Colonial commercial policy turned Nigeria into a large market for the sale 

of European products. 

2. Nigeria’s involvement in commerce was limited to export trade. 

3. Internal marketing was not encouraged 

4. The internal markets which emerged were usually supply and distribution 

centres of European goods. 

5. Nigeria’s market system was dominated by outsiders, notably, the British 

and the Lebanese. 

THE INDUSTRIAL SCTOR OF COLONIAL ECONOMY 

The British discouraged manufacturing industries and encouraged only those 

extractive industries that supplied raw materials to their home industries. These 

industries include coal, tin, columbite etc. 
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FINANCIAL SECTOR OF THE COLONIAL ECONOMY 

The British maintained a policy which encouraged discrimination and 

discrepancies by foreign banks in Nigeria in granting credit facilities to Nigerian 

business men. This was done by demanding high securities for loans. 

 

GENERAL FEATURES OF COLONIAL ECONOMY 

1. Each colony must be self-sufficient and reliant. This led to the growth of 

cash crops in Nigeria. 

2. Huge profits made in Nigeria by foreign firms were invested abroad instead 

in Nigeria. 

3. There was discrimination and discrepancies by foreign banks in Nigeria in 

granting credit facilities to Nigerian businessmen who could not produce 

acceptable securities for loan they wanted. 

4. Nigerian traders most especially the retailers were displaced by foreign 

traders especially the Syrians and Lebanese 

5. The foreigners especially the British firms and merchants were in charge 

of import and export of trade, only few Nigerian firms and traders 

participated. 

6. Local industries and companies were not allowed by the colonial 

government to avoid competition with their home industries. 

7. The prices of goods exported from Nigeria were fixed by foreign 

consumers and this was against the law of buying and selling. 

Effects of colonial economic policy on Nigeria 

The following are the effects of colonial economic policy on Nigeria. 

1. The discouragement of local industries under the colonial economic policy 

led to the death of such local craft as local salt making, clothe weaving and 

pottery. 
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2. The discouragement of local industries by the colonial economic policy has 

entrenched in Nigeria, the culture of looking down on locally manufactured 

goods while extolling foreign goods. The resultant effect of this is the 

distaste for local goods and appetite for foreign goods. 

3. The colonial economic policy made Nigeria a politically independent 

country without economic independence. This is because Nigeria economy 

today is still dominated by British multinational corporations and these 

corporations dictate the economic pace at which Nigerian develops. 

4. Colonial economic policies brought Nigeria into the European capitalist 

system. 

5. The British currency system which came with colonial economic policy, 

displaced trade by barter and other local legal tender such as cowrie shells. 

6. The colonial economic policy contributed greatly to the underdevelopment 

of Nigeria as Nigeria’s resources were exploited by the British and gains 

made by Europeans were invested not in Nigeria but abroad. 

The Role of Women in Colonial Economy 

In the colonial economy, the emphasis was on cash crops and not food crops. The 

cultivation of cash crops for export as well as extraction of minerals was 

dominated by men. The result of this was that women were confined to the 

growing of food crops which brought low income, and to local craft industries 

such as weaving, pottery, salt making. Thus, colonial economy marginalized the 

position of the majority of women as women contributed little or nothing in the 

colonial economy. 
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DURING THE COLONIAL ERA 

Western Education 

Western education was introduced in Nigeria by the Christian missionaries in 

1842 when a mission school was opened at Badagry. Though the colonial 

government from the beginning appreciated the value of western education, it did 

not do much to promote its development. Western education was developed 

primarily by the Christian missions. The colonial education policy had the 

following features: 

1. Western education was not encouraged in the northern part of the country. 

2. The quality of education was not the type that could produce the necessary 

manpower that could transform the social economic condition of Nigeria. 

3. Functional and vocational education was not encouraged 

4. The type of education provided alienated the people from their indigenous 

culture 

5. However, western education produced men and women with various 

professional training who came to play crucial roles in the development of 

the country. 

URBANIZATION OR RISE OF URBAN CENTRES 

The growth and development of Nigeria economy brought about the rise of urban 

centres and the expansion of existing ones. New urban centres that rose up include 

Enugu, Portharcout, Lagos, Aba, Kaduna, Jos, Onitsha, Minna etc. on the other 

hand old urban centres were expanded and these include Kano, Kaduna etc. The 

rise of urban centres led to the migration to these centres. Urban migration was 

caused by the following factors: 

1. The poverty of the rural areas 

2. The employment opportunities of urban centres 
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3. Attraction urban centre offered because of the relative abundance of social 

amenities like electricity, pipe-borne water, health-care institutions. 

 

Urbanisation had the following impacts on Nigeria which include: 

1. Tension between the indigenes and migrants 

2. High cost of living in terms of rent etc 

3. The growth of individualism at the expense of kinship 

4. The underdevelopment of rural areas due to exodus of many of the youths 

to the town. 

5. The consolidation of foreign culture as urban residents quite often queried 

the validity or relevance of indigenous culture to modernization. 

 

HEALTHCARE 

Health services during the colonial period were largely concerned with the health 

needs of the white community. This community lived in special reserved areas 

away from the African community. Separate hospitals were built for them, with 

special medical attention. This situation was to change as the Nigerian 

nationalists fought against the practice. 

As in education, the Christian missionaries took the lead in providing modern 

health care to the people. They established clinics, dispensaries and hospitals. The 

first hospital in Nigeria was Sacred Heart hospital Abeokuta built by the Catholic 

missionaries. By 1936, there were up to 3,503 hospitals in Nigeria. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF INDIGENOUS BANK 

Due to the discrimination and discrepancies suffered in the hands of foreign 

banks, Nigerians businessmen struggled to help themselves. Thus some 

indigenous banks were established which include; the National Bank and African 

Continental Bank (ACB) 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 

One of the areas that attracted the attention of the colonial administration most 

was communication. The British needed to get the raw materials from the interior 

to the coast and to get European manufactured goods from the coast to the 

interior. To achieve this, the British built the following: 

Habours: The British government built habours such as Portharcourt and Lagos 

habours. 

Railways: railway construction in Nigeria started 1896 at Lagos. The railways 

were built to facilitate external trade rather than internal trade. This explains why 

the railways ran from the coast to the interior linking both in the process. The 

railways passed only through the areas where there were raw materials to collect. 

Roads: The British government concentrated on building feeder roads instead of 

trunk roads. This meant that roads were built merely to feed the railways, that is, 

to take products of the areas of cash crop production to the nearest point on the 

railway. Britain was reluctant to build trunk roads to avoid competition with their 

railways. 

 

 

ORIGIN OF NATIONALISM 

What is Nationalism? 

Nationalism refers to the effort made by the indigenous people and their rulers to 

resist colonial rule. It is the varied attempts and efforts by Africans to liberate 

themselves from the shackles of colonialism. It is the reaction of the Africans 

people to the explicit harsh realities of the western colonialism. On the other hand, 

nationalist movement include the various organizations and movements formed 

during colonial rule with the sole objective of seeking freedom from colonialism. 
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EARLY RESISTANCE TO BRITISH COLONIALISM 

Nationalism or resistance to colonialism started long before the formal 

establishment of colonial rule. In the course of penetration and conquest of 

Nigeria, many Nigerian communities and rulers resisted the British conquest of 

their territories. Among the Nigerian rulers who distinguished themselves in 

resisting the British rule were:Jaja of Opobo, Nana Olomu of itshekiri, 

Awujale of Ijebu-ode and Ovonranewen of Benin. 

NATIONALIST ACTIVITIES OF JAJA OF OPOBO 

Jaja was born in Amaigbo in Orlu L.G.A of Imo State around 1821. He was sold 

as a boy to a Bonny chief of Anna Pepple House. He was intelligent and hard 

working. When his master died heavily in debt, Jaja strove to repay the debts and 

this earned him respect and gratitude of the House. On this ground still, Jaja was 

chosen as the successor of his master. Unfortunately, this aroused the jealousy 

and hatred of some members of the House among whom was another slave called 

Oku Jumbo. As a result of continuous violent clash between the supporters of Jaja 

and those of Oku Jumbo, Jaja being a peace loving man left the House and 

established a new kingdom which he called Opupu (Opobo) with himself as the 

king. As the king of Opobo, Jaja controlled the bulk of oil trade between the 

eastern Nigerian hinterland and the coast, a role which led him into conflict with 

the British. 

Jaja’s first conflict with the British took place when the British having annexed 

Lagos in 1861, wanted to annex the Niger Delta area and thus control trade in that 

region. King Jaja resisted this move since it jeopardized his trade own commercial 

policy. The second conflict with the British took place around 1884, when the 

British wanted to trick Jaja into signing away his kingdom. However, being an 

intelligent man, Jaja objected to such words as “free trade” and “protection” as 

contained in the treaty, which could jeopardize the sovereignty of Opobo. Thus, 
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the treaty was signed in 1884 without any implicating clause. With this treaty, the 

British could not gain control of Niger Delta area. 

With the failure of the treaty trick, the then British acting consul, Harry Johnson 

invited Jaja for chat in 1887. After much persuasion, Jaja honoured the invitation. 

On the coast, Jaja was arraigned and falsely accused of the following: 

1. That he engaged in the proscribed slave trade 

2. That he was negotiating to sell his territory to the French 

3. That he was terrorizing the hinterland traders. 

With these charges, Jaja was found guilty and was deported to West Indies. From 

his place of exile, Jaja sent several petitions to the British government in London 

against his deportation. However, the people of Opobo halted trade relations with 

the British in protest of Jaja’s deportation. They insisted on not resuming trade 

until Jaja was returned to them. This economic sanction was reported to London. 

In a bid to remove the trade sanction placed by Opobo people, the British 

harkened to their demand and ordered that Jaja be brought back to his kingdom. 

Unfortunately, on his way back home in 1891, Jaja died under suspicious 

circumstances. The death of Jaja opened up the Niger Delta for the Europeans. 

 

NATIONALIST ACTIVITIES OF OBA OVONRAMWEN OF BENIN 

Oba Ovonramwen Nogbaisi (rising sun which spreads over all) was born 

around 1857. He ruled Benin from 1888-1897. During his reign, Benin continued 

to monopolize trade in palm produce, rubber and ivory and the British found this 

worrisome.The British wanted to control the commercial activity in Africa, 

especially in the country of Benin. As a result, wangled the Oba of Benin into 

signing a treaty he was ignorant of its contents. The treaty empowered Britain to 

take control of all, even trade. When the Oba Ovonramwen realized what 

happened, he took measures which included blocking of free trade. Britain, 
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through her consul, J.R. Philips warned him enough before planning to destroy 

him. Philips requested for permission to depose the Oba but was not granted by 

Britain. Philips later decided to pay the Oba a friendly visit. 

He decided to visit the Oba (Ovonramwen) during the period of “Ague” festival, 

when the Oba was not supposed to see any stranger else he would annoy the gods. 

This was planned so that if he refused to receive Philips, the British would deal 

with him. Unable to see the Oba, Philips visited him later on 4th January 1897 

with about 200 escorts. Philips and some of these men were ambushed and killed. 

The incident was described in European newspapers and textbooks as “Benin 

Massacre.” 

In retaliation, the British forces in February attacked and burnt down Benin, 

carrying some of her works of art. The Oba and his top officials went into hiding. 

Six months later, the Oba surrendered. He was deported to Calabar where died 

in 1914. With this, Benin lost her sovereignty. With the fall of Benin, some chiefs 

renounced their allegiance to the Oba and transferred it to the British. 

 

NATIONALIST ACTIVITIES OF NANA OLOMU OF ITSHEKIRI 

Nana Olomu was born in 1852 and he grew up to inherit his father’s commercial 

empire which he developed until it covered the Ethiope and Warri rivers in 

present Delta State. He developed the pre-existing markets and established new 

ones and exercised monopoly control over them. It was his determination to 

control the markets in his kingdom that led him into conflict with the British. 

The centre of his commercial activities was Ebrohimi, his home town. This town 

was highly fortified and defended with a large stock of arms and ammunitions 

which included cannons, a machine gun, and conoes and 200 trading vessels. 

With this fortification, he enjoyed the monopoly of the trade going on in his 

territory. 
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In order to take over the kingdom and control the trade going on therein, the 

British tricked Nana into signing a treaty of protection in 1884. Nana put his 

thumb-print in the treaty while rejecting the “the free trade clause”. Upon Nana’s 

objection to free trade, the British accused him of: 

1. Engaging in the illegal slave trade 

2. Enforcing trade monopoly as against free trade 

3. Terrorizing the hinterland traders. 

On the ground of the above baseless charges, the British attacked Ebrohimi in 

September 1894. Nana put up a strong resistance but was overpowered. He fled 

but later surrendered himself to the British who tried and found him guilty. He 

was exiled first to Calabarand later to Ghana. 

The absence of Nana cause chaos and confusion in Ebrohimi to the extent of 

causing economic decline. As a result, the British traders appealed for his return 

so that he can restore law and order. Consequently, Nana was recalled in 1906. 

Upon his return, Nana did not settle in Ebrohimi, rather he built a new town which 

he called America. Nana Olomu died in 1916. 

INTERNAL FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GROWTH OF 

NATIONALISM IN NIGERIA 

The following were the factors responsible for the growth of nationalism: 

1. The Early Resistance in the Nineteenth Century  

The early resistance put forward by such Nigerian kings like Jaja of Opobo, Nana 

of Itshekiri etc, encouraged nationalism among Nigerians. 

2. The Colonial Policies and Elite Discontent 

The colonial policies characterized by discrimination and exploitation did not 

satisfy the educated elites. At first they wanted reform. Later, they demanded 

independence. Their protest was expressed through cultural nationalism. They 

wore Nigerian dresses, bore Nigerian names and promoted the traditional culture. 
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3. The Press 

The emergence of nationalist newspapers like the Daily Times of Herbert 

Macauley, the West African Pilot and the African Moring Post of 

NnamdiAzikiwe helped to spread nationalist awareness among Nigerians. 

4. The development of trade unions which actively supported the nationalist 

cause. 

5. The development of modern political parties such as Nigeria National 

Democratic Party (NNDP), Nigeria Youth Movement (NYM), National 

Council of Nigeria and Cameroun (NCNC), Action Group (AG) etc spread 

nationalist consciousness 

6. The elective position created by Clifford Constitution, Richard 

constitution,Mcpherson Constitution and Lyttleton Constitution inspired 

all the more the spirit of nationalism. 

EXTERNAL FACTORS 

1. The Second World War (1939-1945) 

The Second World War help the nationalism in the following ways: 

a. The defeat which Britain suffered during the war in the hand of Japan, a 

non-European country encouraged Nigerian nationalists. 

b. At the threat of Germany, Britain and France sought the support of all the 

nations including colonies. The ex-service men who fought alongside 

Britain discovered that the whitemen are not exactly superior to African. 

This made the nationalists to fight on. 

c. The Atlantic Charter signed in 1941 between USA and Britain among other 

things declared that all people of the world has right to self-determination. 

This heightened nationalist agitation in Nigeria. 

d. The UNO formed at the end of the W.W.II helped in mounting pressures 

on Britain to decolonize. 
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2. The labour party which was the opposition party in Britain during the 

colonial rule argued in favour of granting independence to the colonial 

subjects. 

3. The attainment of independence by India in 1945 further encouraged the 

Nigerian nationalist. 

4. The activities of West African Students in Europe and America also 

encouraged the nationalists. These students organized political activities 

which aroused public opinion in Europe and America against colonialism. 

POST WORLD MARCH TO INDEPENDENCE 

THE RICHARD’S CONSTITUTION AND THE NATIONALIST 

STRUGGLE 

Arthur Richard became the Governor of Nigeria in 1943. In 1946, he gave Nigeria 

a new constitution to replace the existing Clifford’s Constitution of 1922. The 

constitution made the following provisions: 

1. A new legislative Council was created to legislate for the whole country. 

This council had 45 members, twenty eight of them were unofficial 

members. 

2. Nigeria was divided into three regions (North, East and West) and each of 

them had a regional House of Assembly. 

3. Members of these Houses of Assembly (North, East, and West) were to be 

chosen by the Native Authority (traditional rulers) 

4. The members of the legislative council were elected indirectly by the 

regional Assembly. 

5. There was an executive council of twelve out of which only one was an 

African. 
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THE NCNC AND RICHARD’S CONSTITUTION 

The NCNC which was the major party then opposed the new Richard’s 

constitution because of the following: 

1. Nigerians were not consulted in the drafting of the constitution. It was 

prepared by Richard alone and imposed on Nigerians. 

2. The regional houses of assembly was a false one since the members were 

nominated by the Native Authorities who were regarded as puppets to the 

colonial masters. 

3. The constitution divided Nigeria into three unequal parts. The North was 

bigger than the East and West put together. 

 

THE NCNC LONDON DELEGATION 

With much financial and moral support, Azikiwe led an NCNC delegation to 

London to demand the revision of the new constitution. The delegation was 

unsuccessful. The colonial Secretary insisted that the constitution should be given 

a trial. 

MAJOR POLITICAL EVENTS DURING THE ERA OF RICHARD’S 

CONSTITUTION 

THE GENERAL STRIKE OF 1945 

The Strike involved tens of thousands of workers began with railway workers, 

then spread to other nationalized industries and civil servants with workers at 

private firms supporting the strike. The event that led to the strike started with a 

February 10 meeting by representatives of technical workers. The meeting set up 

a Joint Executive of Government Technical Workers. Having considered the 

inflation raging on in the country, on March 22, this body sent a letter to the 

colonial government demanding a two shilling, six pence minimum wage and a 
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50 percent increase in the cost of Living Allowance (COLA). The colonial 

government replied this letter on April 2, 1945 turning down the request. 

Seventeen days after the government’s reply, the technical workers held a mass 

meeting at the Glover Memorial Hall Lagos. In the meeting, they issued an 

ultimatum to the government to meet their demand or face strike action; however, 

the colonial government remained undaunted. On July 21, 1945, the strike began 

with railway workers. Civil servant, Labour Union and Trade Union followed. 

The General Strike was supported by NnamdiAzikiwe and his NCNC. Zik’s 

newspapers, West African Pilot and Morning Post played important roles in 

projecting the morality of the strike. As a result, the two newspapers were banned 

by the colonial government. Zik equally claimed that the colonial government 

was after his life. 

 

THE ZIKIST MOVEMENT 

The Zikist Movement, which became the youth wing of NCNC came into 

existence in 1945 during the assignation story of Nnamdi Azikiwe. It was formed 

by young admirers of Azikiwe from Igboland non Igbo areas of Nigeria. These 

young men vowed to ptotect Zik from his enemies, to defend him against his 

critics, to deify him as a leader, and to immortalize his name. The pledge of the 

body was “never shall we allow this evangelist Nnamdi Azikiwe to cry out his 

voice hoax while there are millions of Nigerian youths, who can take up his 

echo and whisper it all over the world.” 

The Zikist Movement later assumed military undertone. It sought to undermine 

the colonial government by organizing strikes and boycotts and sometimes by 

sheer violence. It published seditious pamphlets secretly circulated among its 

members. It even called on workers not only to trike but also to refuse to pay 

taxes. In February 1949, some of its members including its president Mallam 
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H.R. Abdallah, were charged with sedition, tried and imprisoned. As a result the 

movement went into decline.. 

THE ENUGU COAL MINERS’ STRIKE OF 1949 

This was the second strike in Nigeria. The coal miners embarked on the strike 

because they were been owed pile up of salaries. They believed that the colonial 

government was intentionally holding up their salaries. The Nationalist press 

sensationalized this belief. As a result, the coal miners issued a sit-down strike in 

the mines, refusing to work until their demands were met. Fearing the stubborn 

Igbo miners could use the explosives in the mines to drive home their demand, 

the colonial government ordered the removal of the explosives from the mines. 

The coal miners on their own part thought that by the action, the government was 

intending to close down the mines. In the face of this, the coal miners alerted the 

market women at Ogbete and they came with sticks and machetes to prevent any 

further removal of the explosives. The struggle between the coal miners and the 

market women on one side and the colonial police on the other side led to the 

shooting of 21 miners and injuring of 51 others. 

On hearing the news of November 1949 shooting of Enugu coal miners, the Zikist 

movement raised its head again. It took up the matter and caused riots and 

lootings in Aba, Calabar, Onitsha and Port Harcourt. On Februry 18, 1950, 

a member of the Zikist Movement attempted to assassinate Mr. Hugh Foot, the 

Chief Secretary. Following this event, all Zikist were rounded up in April 1950 

and the movement banned. 

 

THE MACPHERSON CONSTITUTION OF 1951 

The prevent unpleasant development in the country in connection with Richard 

Constitution, Sir John Macpherson, the new Governor of Nigeria came up with a 
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new constitution after consulting Nigerians. The constitution has the following 

features; 

1. It retained the regions 

2. It replaced the Legislative Council with a central House of Representatives 

of 136 members (68 from the north and 34 each from west and east) 

3. There was also the executive council of 12 Nigerians members (four from 

each region) and 7 officials. Thus Nigerians became majority in the 

executive council 

IMPACTS OF MACPHERSON CONSTITUTION 

One of the important results of the new constitution was the rise of more political 

parties. Two major political parties emerged – the Action Group (AG) led by 

Obafemi awolowo and which was formed from a Yoruba cultural organization 

called Egbe Omo Oduduwa. The second political party that emerged was the 

Northern People’s Congress (NPC) led by Alhaji Ahmadu Belo, the Sarduana 

of Sokoto. The NPC arose from a cultural organization called Jamiyya Mutanen 

Arewa. 

In the elction organized under Macpherson constitution from November 1951 to 

January 1952, the NPC won majority of the seats in the North, the AG won 

majority of the seats in the West while the NCNC won majority of the seats in 

the East. Thus, while, the NCNC controlled the East, the NPC controlled the 

North and the AG controlled the West 
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HOT POLITICAL CRISES IN THE COUNTRY DURING THE ERA OF 

MACPHERSON CONSTITUTION 

THE EASTERN REGIONAL CRISIS OF JANUARY 30 – MAY 6, 1953 

The Eastern Region crisis had its root in the 1951 election organized by 

Macpherson. In the Western Region, two parties were dominant: Azikiwe’s 

NCNC and Awolowo’s Action Group. Azikiwe had the ambition of been 

elected to the House of Representative from the Western House of Assembly if 

NCNC won the majority of the seats in the western House of assembly. Thus, the 

winning of the majority seats in the house by the Action Group would 

automatically impede Zik’s election to the House of Representatives. In the 

election held in December 1951, the NCNC won majority of the seats. However, 

Awolowo was alleged to have appealed to tribal sentiment which made some 

Yorubas elected into the Western House under the platform of NCNC to cross 

carpet into AG. Consequently, NCNC which hitherto won the majority seats 

became over night the opposition party. Seeing that his ambition of going to the 

House of Representative had been thwarted because of his Igbo origin, Azikiwe 

declared, “let me go to the East where I belong”.  

The development in the Western House of Assembly was a slap on a politician of 

zik’s caliber. Coming back to the East in 1952, the Eastern House was already 

under the leadership of  Eyo Ita, the deputy national leader of NCNC. He was 

from Ijo area of Eastern Nigria. The NCNC-dominated regional assembly made 

proposals to accommodate Azikiwe, their national leader. This could only work 

with cabinet reshuffle, which would require the resignation of the ministers. Eyo 

Ita and some ministers who feared they would be dropped refused to resign and 

the regional House passed a vote of no confidence on these ministers.  On their 

own part, the ministers refuse to sign the bills sent to the ministry. In the face of 

this crisis, the lieutenant Governor dissolved the house in May 6, 1953. 
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In a fresh election, Azikiwe returned as a member of the Eastern Assembly. He 

was elected the chief minister, and became premier of Eastern Region in 1954. 

The expelled ministers led by Eyo Ita bolted out of NCNC and formed a new 

party called National independent Party (NIP) which became the opposition 

party in the Eastern House of Assembly. The fracas between Azikiwe and Eyo 

Ita sowed the seed of mutual distrust between the Igbo and their Niger delta kins. 

 

THE SELF-GOVERNMENT IN 1956 MOTION CRISIS 

In the year 1953, the House of Representative sat in Lagos. During the course of 

their sitting, a member of Action Group Mr. Anthony Enahoro moved a motion 

asking the House to accept as a primary political objective, the attainment of self-

government for Nigeria in 1956. However, the leaders of the Northern People’s 

Congress (NPC) arrived a counter motion substituting the phrase “as soon as 

possible ” for the phrase “in 1956” He did this on the assumption that the North 

was educationally ready for independence and thus independence in 1956 would 

amount to southern domination of the North. 

When no consensus was arrived at and the meeting adjourned, the Lagos crowds 

were hostile to the Northern delegates. As a result of the humiliation suffered by 

the Northern representatives, the North issued the famous Eight Point 

Programme. The summary of this was that the Northern region would secede 

from Nigeria unless it was granted a complete autonomy in all matters except 

those that concern defense, external affairs, customs and research institution 

(i.e the North opts for confederalism). 
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THE KANO RIOT OF 1953 

After the crisis and conflicts following the self-government in 1956 motion, the 

AG and NCNC decided to tour parts of the Northern Nigeria to campaign for 

independence. The group led by Chief S.L. Akintola met with strong opposition. 

Influenced by the memory of the humiliation suffered by the Northern delegates 

at the central legislative meeting in Lagos. The opposition gradually developed 

into open riots between Hausa and handful of Yoruba and Igbo in Kano. The riot, 

which lasted for three days, claimed more than 36 lives with hundreds wounded. 

 

SIR OLIVERR LYTTLETON’S CONSTITUTION 

BACKGROUND:THE LONDON CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE  

OF 1953 

Lyttleton invited Nigerian leaders to London for a constitutional conference. A 

delegation off 19 people were sent to London, six from each region and one from 

Cameroun. Northern Nigeria led by NPC had made it clear that the only way the 

North would co-operate with the South would be on the basis of a Confederation. 

The East and West led by NCNC and AG respectively had on the other hand 

decided to ask for a Federation of Southern Nigeria which would be independent 

in 1956 if the north failed to co-operate. However, at the conference, the three 

parties were able to achieve some measures of agreement among themselves. 

They agreed that Nigeria should be a federation with power shared between the 

regions and the centre. It was equally agreed that any region that desired self-

government could have it in 1956.  

 

THE LAGOS CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE OF 1954 

The London Constitutional Conference of 1953 was continued in Lagos in 1954. 

In the conference, the issue of Lagos as a Federal Territory and of revenue 

allocation were settled amicably. 
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LYTTLETON CONSTITUTION 

From the agreements during the London and Lagos constitutional conferences, 

Sir Oliver Lyttleton, who was the chairman of the two conferences drew a new 

constitution known as Lyttleton’s Constitution. The new constitution has the 

following features: 

1. It introduced complete federalism into Nigeria by dividing the 

governmental powers between the regions and the central government. 

2. The principle of derivation was adopted as the basis for revenue 

allocation. 

3. The public service and judiciary were regionalized. 

4. The Northern and Western regional legislature remained bi-cameral 

while the East had unicameral. 

5. It provided for the office of the premier in the regions. 

 

PREPARATION FOR INDEPENDENCE: THE FEDERAL ELECTION OF 

1959 

In December 1959, federal election was organized in order form a federal 

government that would pilot the affairs of emerging independent Nigeria. The 

electoral system adopted was absolute majority in which case, the party that 

would form the government must secure the majority of the total vote cast. The 

parties that contested were NCNC. AG and NPC.  In the election, NPC polled the 

highest number of votes, NCNC came second while AG came last. However, no 

party polled the absolute majority needed to form a government. In the face of 

this, the option was either to repeat the election until a party secured the absolute 

majority or for two parties to form coalition so as to fulfil the required absolute 

majority. Consequently, NPC and NCNC formed a coalition. NPC which polled 

the highest votes in the elections became the senior partner of the coalition 

while NCNC became the junior partner in the coalition. In line with this, it was 
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agreed that the leader of NPC Sir Ahmadu Bello should be the Prime minister 

while Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe the leader of NCNC became the senate president. 

Therefore, Zik was the first senate president of Nigeria. 

THE INDIPENDENCE AND THE INDEPENDENCE CONSTITUTION 

OF 1960 

In January 1960, the federal House of Representative passed a motion requesting 

Her Majesty’s Government to grant independence to Nigeria as from October 1st, 

1960. On October 1, 1960, Nigeria became an independent country with a new 

constitution. The features of the independence constitution include: 

1. Nigeria was made a full sovereign state. 

2. It established parliamentary system of government for Nigeria in form of 

constitutional monarchy. 

3. The parliament of the Federation consisted of Her Majesty the Queen, a 

Senate and a House of Representative. 

4. There was the provision for the office of a Governor-General appointed by 

the Queen who equally represented Her Majesty as the Head of State. Sir 

James Robertson was appointed the Governor-General. He was later 

replaced by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, the first and only indigenous 

Governor-General or Head of State of Nigeria. 

5. There was provision for the office of the Prime-Minister. This office was 

occupied by Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa. He was the first and only 

indigenous Prime Minister or Head of Government of Nigeria. 

6. The highest court of appeal was the Privy council in London 

7. The Prime- minister reserved the right to declare state of emergency in any 

region that exercised its authority in contravention of the constitution 

 

THE REPUBLICAN CONSTITUTION OF 1963 
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Republic is a form of government whose head of state is not a monarch; the head 

of state in a republic is usually a president. Though Nigeria had been granted 

independence, it was not a republic. There were still some vestiges of colonialism, 

which remained aberration to independence. For instance,  

1. The Queen of England represented by Governor-General remained the 

Head of State who must assent to all the bills before they become law.  

2. In addition, the Privy Council in London was the highest court of appeal 

for Nigeria. 

 

 


