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ELECTIONS 

Meaning of elections: Election is a method of choosing leaders or making 

decision by the process of voting. It is a process of electing political leaders who 

represent the people in government. It decides the contest for power between two 

or more individuals or two or more political parties. 

IMPORTANCE OF ELECTION 

Elections have remained the only legitimate means of selecting leaders all over 

the world. As a result every country had to organise very credible elections. The 

success or failure of a sustainable democracy depends on how clean the election 

is. Some of the importance of elections are as follows: 

1. CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT: Election ensures peaceful change of 

government from one regime to another. People accept the government 

they themselves voted for. 

2. ACCOUNTABILITY: Election makes the representatives to be 

accountable to the people who voted them into power. It makes them to be 

careful with how they spend public money, work hard while in office to 

achieve what would qualify them for re-elections. 

3. POLITICAL EDUCATION: The electorate learns so much about the 

electoral process during election campaign by political parties. The parties 

present there manifestoes to the public and explain their policies and 

programmes through the mass media or political rallies. Through this the 

people receive malleable political education. 

4. HELPS THE MINORITY: The fear of being swallowed up or marginalized 

by the majority is removed through free and fair election because the 

minority groups are able to express their opinion. They can get their people 

elected into some executive or legislature positions e.g. Good luck 

Jonathan in 2007 election. 

5. PUBLIC OPINION: Elections is used to measure public opinion. It helps 

the government to know what the people think about their policies. 

Unpopular government or political parties who do not fulfil their election 

campaign promises are voted out during election. 

6. PROMOTE HEALTHY COMPETITION: Election should lead to healthy 

competitions between political parties as each tries to present very good 
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candidates who will win elections from them. In this way they win the love 

of the electorates. 

7. ELECTIONS MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR DIFFERENT VIEWS TO BE 

REPRESENTED IN THE LEGISLATURE: People from different 

background, political parties and ideas are elected into the legislature. With 

their wealth of knowledge while in the legislature, pool their views, 

experiences and knowledge for the benefit of the legislature and the 

country.     

  

ELECTORAL BODIES 

An electoral bodies is an agency charged with the responsibility of organising and 

conducting free and fair election in a country. The history of electoral bodies in 

Nigeria could be traced to period before independence. Election needed to be hold 

to elect those to take over the reins of government from the British in October 

1960. The government therefore established the electoral commission of Nigeria 

(ECN) in 1959 to conduct the elections.  

NATIONAL ELECTORAL BODIES IN NIGERIA 

1. ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF NIGERIA (ECN): It was established in 

1959 to conduct election that ushered in the government that received flag 

of independence from the British on October 1960. 

2. FEDERAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (FEC): This commission was 

established after independence in 1960. It conducted the first indigenous 

post independence elections for the federal and regional government in 

1964 & 1965 respectively. The chairman of the commission was Mr. E.E. 

Esua (1964-1965). The commission along with other democratic 

institutions were dissolved after the military coup of Jan 15 1966. 

3. FEDERAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (FEDECO): The body was 

established by the military government of Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo. It 

conducted the elections that ushered in the second republic under President 

Shehu Shagari in (1976-1979). It also conducted the follow-up election of 

1983 under the chairmanship of Justice. Orie whinkey (1980-1983) with 

the military intervention of 31th December 1983 the life of fedeco was 

terminated. 

4. NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (NEC): Gen. Ibrahim 

Babangida set up NEC in 1987 to organise elections to transits from 

military to democratic regime. Prof. Eme Awa headed the body from 1987-

1989. Prof. Humphreys Nwosu was appointed its chairman in 1989. He 
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conducted election that were adjudged to be freest and fairest. Election ever 

to be conducted in Nigeria. But these were controversially annulled in June 

12 1993. NEC was dissolved in 1993 by Gen. Sani Abacha after a 

successful coup di-electorate. 

5. NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF NIGERIA (NECON): 

NECON was set up by the regime of Gen. Sani Abacha on December 1993. 

It was saddled with the responsibility of conducting election into the local 

government council, state and federal legislatures. Its chairman was 

ambassador Prof. Okon Edet Uya (1993) and chief Summer Dagogo Jack 

(1994-1998) Gen. Abacha suddenly died in June 1998 and Gen. Abdul-

salami Abuburkar took over as the military head of state of Nigeria and 

dissolved NECON and aborted the process already in progress. 

6. INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELACTORAL COMMISION (INEC): 

INEC was established by the regime of Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar later 

in 1998 and Hon. Justice Ephraim Akpata was appointed the chairman of 

the commission (1998-2000). A change in the leadership of INEC was 

affected and Justice Ephraim o.l. Akpata was replaced by Sir. Abel Ibude 

Gnobadia (2000-2005). INEC has successfully organised six different 

election including the election that returned Gen.Mohamadu Buhari as 

president of federal republic of Nigeria in February 2019. The independent 

national electoral commission (INEC) was established under section 153 

(1) of the constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria 1999. Its 

programmes are financed with public fund and it is accountable to the 

national assembly. It is independent of government and political 

interference.      

As a corporate body. INEC can sue and be sued in the law court. The commission 

is made up of a chairman and twelve members, all appointed by the president 

with the approval of the senate. Both the chairman and the members of the 

commission are appointed for a renewable term of five years. The chairman is the 

chief electoral officer of the nation. INEC is a corporate body charged with the 

responsibility of organising, conducting and supervising elections into elective 

offices in the country. The commission has had the following chairmen:  

1. Justice Ephraim O .I. Akpata(1998-2000) 

2. Sir. Abel Gnobadia (2000-2005) 

3. Prof. Maurice Iwa (2005-2010) 

4. Prof. Attahiru Jega (2010-2015) 

5. Prof. Yakubu Mohamudu (2015 to date) 
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STATE ELECTORAL BODIES IN NIGERIA 

State independent electoral commission (SIEC) was established under 

section 197 and part ii of the third schedule of the constitution of the federal 

republic of Nigeria 1999. SIEC is charged with the responsibility of organising 

local government elections in the state. In accordance with the law of the federal 

government SIEC was established in all the 36 states of the federation. Each state 

SIEC derives its name from the name of the state. For example in Anambra state 

it is called Anambra state independent electoral commission-ANSIEC. SIEC has 

successfully been organising local local government elections in the 36 states of 

the federation.   

FUNCTIONS OF SIEC: 

1. ORGANIZATION, CONDUCT & SUPERVISION OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS: SIEC is responsible for organising, 

conducting and supervising all elections and matters concerning elections 

into the elective positions provided for in the local government law or any 

other laws enacted by the state house of assembly. The elective positions 

are the chairman of the local government and counsellors representing each 

ward in the local government. 

2. MONITORING OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS: It is the duty of SIEC to 

monitor the campaigns of the candidate and political parties participating 

in the elections to ensure complains with the election rules and guidelines. 

3. PROVISION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS: SIEC draws-up rules 

and regulations which guide all local government election in the state. 

These rules must not be at variance with the rules of independent national 

electoral commission (INEC). 

4. PROVISION OF MATERIALS FOR ELECTION: SIEC ensures that 

materials needed for smooth conduct of elections are in pace. They also 

recruit trains and deploy all hoe staff required for these elections. 

5. CONTROL OF ELECTORAL OFFICERS: SIEC makes sure that all 

electoral commissioners and returning officers are subject to the oath of 

office as prescribed by the law. It insists that the officers do their work in 

obedience to the oath they took while being sworn in. 

 


