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TERRORISM 

 Terrorism is the use of violet actions in order to achieve a political, 

religious or ideological aims. It is the use of intentionally indiscriminate 

violence as a means to create terror or fear in order to subdue another person or 

a country. 

 It is also a network of activities or violence caused by political or 

religious antagonism and it is the terroristic way of governing. 

 A terror attack is a surprise attack involving the calculated use of violence 

against civilians. Terrorist often unleash their evil through suicide bombing, 

warfare, assassinations, kidnapping etc. and through these, they create the 

atmosphere of insecurity, intimidation and fear. Also, the terrorist targets are 

innocent citizens, diplomats and diplomatic facilities, trade centres, markets, 

military bases, standard churches, schools, government installation etc. 

Types of Terrorist  

Types of terrorist differs according to what kind of attack an attacker uses or by 

what they are trying to defend. 

1. State terrorist:  This is simply the systematic use of terror by a 

government in order to control its subjects  

2. Religions terrorist: This is the type of terrorism motivated by religions 

ideologies and grievances. Religious terrorist is very dangerous due to the 

fanaticism of those who practice it and their willingness to sacrifice 

themselves for the cause 

3. Norco- terrorism – This simply has to do with violence designed by the 

drug dealers to make the sale of their drugs easier. 

4. Criminal terrorism- These are terrorist acts used to aid in crime and 

criminal profit 

5. Left wing terrorism: This is a type of terrorism in which a group wants to 

attack the established system in order to do away with class distinction 

6. Right wing terrorism: This is the type of terrorism that is commonly 

characterised by militias and gangs and many atimes, these groups are 

racially motivated and aim to marginalize minorities within a state. 

Causes of Terrorism 

1. Poverty and economic problems: - This can often leads to social 

stratification and inequalities in the distribution of scarce resources. 

The problems of poverty and lack becomes the influencing factor to 

resort to political conflicts and tensions 

2. Religious belief: Religious causes has been the motivation for 

numerous terrorist attacks. The religious terrorists may use terrorism 
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to punish what they see as ungodly behaviour in the society, or to 

average what they see as an attack on their beliefs  

3. Political grievances: sometimes when people wants to shift the 

political regime, they attack the political order only which may lead to 

anger out-burst and finally to violence 

4. Discrimination: Some people turn to Terrorism when they are trying 

to tackle what they perceived as discrimination. 

5. Ethno- nationalism: Terrorist groups may appear when the population 

did not like the government by any reason and want to form a new one 

6. Terrorism is also fuelled by human greed, envy, passion for material 

acquisition etc. 

Effect of Terrorism 

1. Terrorism causes tragic loss of human lives and properties 

2. It can destroy and delay the peace process in troubled communities 

3. Terrorism has taken billions of federal government to combat it. 

4. It weakens the foundations of a society and their potentials for 

growth. 

5. It causes a serious risk to the health and safety of the public. 

6. Increase uncertainty in the markets as any society full of terrorism, 

the international investment and co-operation are lowered.  

Prevention of Terrorism 

1. Creation of employment – Since poverty and unemployment 

has been the major cause of criminal activities, theme should be 

employment creation so that the disaffected youths will no 

longer blow themselves and others up. 

2. Legislation – There should be strict legislation and sustainable  

enforcement structure towards combating terrorism 

3. Negotiation: - Sometimes nation’s negotiating with terrorist 

groups goes as far as ending terrorist attacks. 

4. International collaborations against terrorist: - There should be 

international support in form of manpower, fund, intelligence, 

arms and ammunitions. 
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WEEK 3 

Arson 

Arson is defined as the criminal act of deliberately setting fire to property. It is 

the crime of maliciously, voluntarily and wilfully setting of fire to the building 

or other property of another, or of burning one’s own property for an improper 

purpose, such as to get insurance.  

 Arson occurs by the burning of any real property without consent or with 

unlawful intent and a person who commits arson is called an arsonist. 

Types of Arson 

1. Vandalism: These type of fire are usually set to abandoned buildings or 

schools and the goal is to mischievously and maliciously destroy such 

properties. 

2. Excitement: This type of fire is set by the thrill seeking arsonist for 

excitement, recognition and attention. 

3. Revenge – This type of fire set as a result of retaliation for a real or 

perceived injustice 

4. Crime concealment: This type of fire is set in an attempt to conceal 

another crime committed and destroy the evidence. 

5. Profit:- This type of fire is set for monetary or material gams either 

directly such as through insurance, or indirectly, through jobs created in 

putting out the fire. Sometimes, a person might be paid to commit arson. 

6. Extension:- This type of fire setting is used to further political, social or 

religious causes  

Effects of Arson 

1. An individual convicted of arson usually faces significant prison time 

depending on the circumstances 

2. All types of arson crimes are punishable by fine 

3. All arson crimes are felonies, individuals convicted of a felony may 

have difficulties in finding employment or obtaining a loan etc. 

4. Simply been accused of arson let alone bean convicted can have a 

profound impact on an individual’s social and professional reputation  

5. Arson robs community of its valuable assets lives and properties. 

6. Long lasting financial and emotional effects while property loss is 

expected, there can also be physical and psychological injuries   

PREVENTION OF ARSON 

1. Community should develop a watch program partnering with their local 

fire department, law enforcement, insurance providers, business leaders 

and local community groups. Neighbourhoods can reduce the likelihood 

of arson occurring by promoting neighbourhood watches, educating 

people about recognising and reporting unusual activities.  

2. Fire departments should be encouraged to conduct fire code inspections 

3. All possible sources of ignition such a flammable liquids and unused gas 

containers should be removed. 
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4. Abandoned and vacant homes which are arson targets should be secured. 

5. Residents should always clean up the neighbourhood by removing 

garbage’s, materials and excess vegetation that is capable of been ignited 

6. Equipping of houses and officers with fire sprinklers  

7. In the place of worship, use motion activated lighting near doors and 

windows  

8. Trees should be kept trimmed so that buildings can be observed by 

passing patrol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


