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RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS 

Meaning of Rights  

Rights are privileges which a citizen enjoys by virtue of his citizenship of account. 

Rights are certain privileges or basic condition of happiness that every citizen enjoy 

in a country irrespective of his tribe, sex, or creed. Hence, the right of a citizen refers 

to those claims and privileges recognized by society and enforced by the law. These 

claims are not rights until they are permitted by the law. Right of citizens are 

entrenched in the constitution and named Fundamental Human Rights of Citizens.  

  

               Types of Human Rights.           

The citizens’ rights or Fundamental Human Rights may be grouped into five (5) 

categories; political, legal, social, economic and religious rights.   

       

   Political Rights: 

1. Right to vote            

2. Right to be voted for (i.e. standing in election)       

3. Freedom to be appointed to hold any public post       

4. Right to form a political association or a political party as may be directed by law.

                

Legal Rights: Some of the legal rights of citizens include:     

1. Freedom of access to legal facilities (law court).   

2. Freedom from subjection to torture or other forms of man inhumanity to man.   

3.Freedom from slavery or forced labour.          

4. Freedom from deprivation of personal-property except in accordance with the law. 

5. Respect for private and family life and for private correspondence.    
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6. Freedom of expression.          

7. Freedom of movement.         

              

Social Rights: The social rights of citizens include:     

    

1. Right to education           

2. Right to association           

3. Freedom from discrimination on the basis of sex, tribe or religion    

4. Right to life.           

Economic Right: Some of the economic rights of citizens are:     

1. Right to own property.          

2. Right to pursue any business allowed by the law.       

3. Freedom from the compulsory acquisition of owner’s property except with 

adequate-compensation.           

4. Freedom to work and earn commensurate salary.       

5. Freedom to earn pension and gratuity after years of experience. ` 

Religious Rights:       

1. Freedom of worship.          

2. Freedom of religion and conscience.     

                 

Meaning of Duties:      

Duties means the responsibilities which an individual is expected to carryout in his 

state in return for the right he enjoys. This means that while it is the responsibility 

of the state to grant and protect civic rights of citizens, it is the responsibility of 

citizens to perform civic duties and obligation. Hence, duties and rights are like the 

two-face of a coin. One does not exist without the other. The duties of citizens are 

very essential because it provides government the needed support that will foster 

peace, stability and progress in the state. But a situation where the citizens fail to 

perform their duties like voting in election, observing public holidays, payment of 

taxes, rates and others levies could make the state to collapse thereby rendering the 
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citizen’s right invalid.          

    

Duties of Citizens:           

1. Obedience to the law of the land.         

2. Payment of taxes and other rates.         

3. Non-interference in the rights of other people.       

4. Citizen should contribute their quota to the development of their community and 

society at large.  

5. Citizens should use their property to the benefit of others and their country.  

6. It is the duty of the citizens to be respectful and loyal to the government.   

7. A citizen should assist the law enforcement- agencies in exposing criminals and 

preventing crimes in society.          

8.a citizen should be able to serve as an honest witness in the law court if asked to 

do so.             

9. A citizen should show respect to the national flag, national anthem, pledge and 

coat of arms.          

10. A citizen should be ready to defend the country whenever he or she is called to 

do so.              

11. A citizen should be able to carry out his political rights of voting during election 

to ensure that the wrong person is not put in government.     

                   

Importance of Rights and Duties of Citizens:   

    The followings are the importance of rights and duties of citizens:   

1. Social control            

2. Peace            

3. Due process            

4. Discipline              
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1. Social Control                        

It is simply the process by which a social group or society attempts to make its 

members conform to the acceptable way of life of society. Right and duties serve as 

guide to check or regulate human behaviour and relationship in society.   

     

2. Peace             

When people’s rights are protected and respected by the government and individuals, 

there will be a peaceful atmosphere. Also, when all citizens-perform their duties and 

obligation, to the state, particularly obedience to the law, loyalty to the constituted 

authorities, respect for the rights of others, there will be peaceful coexistence and 

harmony in society.    

3. Due process         

It is all about procurement of goods and services in an open, transparent and 

competitive manner. It means doing things in a orderly manner and according to laid 

down principles and rules. Therefore, strict observation of rights and duties helps to 

maintain or ensure due process.  

4. Discipline           

Observance of civic duties helps to ensure discipline in society. Hence, there will be 

orderly conduction social affairs, business and politics in the society.   

          

Difference Between Rights and   Duties of citizens. 

1. Rights of citizens are protected by the 

government. 

Duties are not protected by the 

government rather shew compels the 

citizens to perform their duties. 

2. Rights are the legal rights of citizens 

on their state and government.  

Duties are not legal claims of citizens 

on their government but their 

constitutional-responsibilities.  

3. Rights are the benefits a citizen 

should enjoy in the state. 

Duties are the responsibilities the 

citizen owe the state and their fellow 

citizens.   

4. Failure of government to protect the 

rights of citizens make her 

irresponsible. 

Failure of citizens to perform their 

duties make them-irresponsible. 
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Qualities of A of Good Citizen:   

1. Being law-abiding           

2. Caring of public properties and saving lives.      

3. Showing respect and loyalty to the state.       

4. Being able to defend his or her country if called upon to do so.   

5. Showing due respect for the national identities and symbol of his country.  

6. Assisting the police in preventing crimes or exposing and arresting criminals. 

7. Obedience to laws, rules and regulation made by government of his\ her country. 

8. Respect to the president of his country.       

9. Payment of taxes as at when due.        

10. A good citizen votes during election {voting}.      

11. He respects rights of other people.       

12.Respect to all democratic principles, processes and practices. 

               

         

    

         

    

5. citizens criticize government if she 

fails to protect their rights  

Government punishes citizens when 

they fail to perform their duties. 

6. Rights are inalienable. Duties are not but are at large 

determined by the rights citizens enjoy.  


