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TOPIC: RELATIONSHIP IN THE FAMILY: Roles of the Members of the 

Family (Eph.  6:1-9, 5:21-33; Col. 3:8-21; I Pt. 3:17). 

Different members of the family perform independent but supplementary roles 

for the up keep of the family and for its general upliftment. The father in the 

family, the mother, the children and the servants have distinct roles which they 

perform for the aim of the family to be achieved and for the glorification of God’s 

Holy name.  We shall now look at the roles of the members of the family stated 

in Eph. 6:1-9, 5:21-33, Col. 3:18-21, I Pt. 3:1-7. 

An Ideal Family According to Paul: 

In the family, wives should be submissive to their husbands as to the Lord (Eph. 

5:22) for they are the heads of the family as Christ is the head of the church. 

Husbands should love their wives and not treat them harshly. Children should 

obey their parents in everything that they may live long on earth (this is the only 

commandment of God with a promise Eph.6:2). This is what children should do 

to please God. Fathers should not provoke their children lest they become 

discouraged. Servants must obey their earthly masters. They should cease from 

eye-service to please men but serve with the fear of God in mind. Masters, do the 

same to them and forbear threatening, knowing that he who is both their Masters 

and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with Him. 

Wives should through their submission to their unbelieving husbands win them 

for Christ. Women’s dressing should not be outward fancy with gold, costly 

dresses but an imperishable Jewel of gentle quiet spirit. Paul gave the example of 

Sarah who obeyed the husband Abraham thus and calls him lord (I Pt. 3:6). 

Husbands on the other side, should honour their wives as weaker vessels. The 

family should live in unity so that their prayers may be acceptable to God. 

In summary, the roles of the members of the family is that of respect and sense 

of duty to one another without eye service. Every member of the family should 

co-operate by discharging their duties accordingly without grudges. 

Moral Lessons: 

1. Wives should be submissive to their husbands. 

2. Husbands should respect their wives so as to guarantee understanding in the 

family. 
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3. Christ is the head of the church and father is the head of the family and they 

should be respected alike. 

4. Slaves who do eye service in discharging their duties should stop it. 

5. Masters should not maltreat their slaves. 

 

WEEK FIVE 

CHOOSING FRIENDS: FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN DAVID AND 

JONATHAN (I Sam 18:1-5) 

Jonathan was the son of Saul whom his father the first king of Israel loved very 

well that he reveals all his plans to Jonathan, yet Jonathan was a bosom friend of 

David. He does not eat unless he sees David, but his father Saul the first king of 

Israel saw David as a rival (an enemy). This is because, Saul sees David’s 

popularity as a small boy threat to his kingdom. 

Saul planned often and on to kill David but every time he hatches such plans, 

Jonathan would reveal it to David. David survived Saul’s wrath because of his 

friendship with Jonathan the son of Saul. Although Saul did not know the secret 

behind David’s survival. 

One day, Saul learnt that it was Jonathan that leaks his evil plans against David 

to David. He was unhappy with Jonathan to the extent that he went a long way 

cursing him. Despite this condition, Jonathan still greets David with a holy kiss. 

We can see from the above exposition that Jonathan was really a good friend to 

David. This is the kind of friendship we are supposed to be with one another at 

school so that our friendliness with people would be yielding positive result not 

a bad one. 

THE FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT (Lk. 11:5-13) 

After Jesus teaching of the most ideal prayer to the disciples-our Lord’s Prayer, 

he went a long way explaining to them what his father in heaven can do to those 

who believe in Him and he told the story of a friend at midnight. 

“Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, “friend, 

lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey and I have 

nothing to set before him; and he will answer from within “Do not bother me, the 

door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give 

you anything. I tell you though he will not get up and give him anything because 

he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will arise and give him whatever 

he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who 
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seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. What father among you, if 

his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him scorpion? If you then, who 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him”? 

Moral Lessons: 

1. We can be saved through our friends as it was in the case of David. 

2. A friend in need is a friend in deed. 

3. God can provide us with all needs if we commit them to Him. 

4. Persistence is very important in our prayers. 

 

WEEK SIX 

TOPIC: BAD FRIENDSHIP (Prov. 1:10, 2 Thess 3:6-13). 

There are different groups of students in school, and students should beware of 

the bad ones and so do not relate with them. This is because bad company corrupts 

good manner or simply put; bad friends corrupt good fellow. Students are warned 

not to befriend the lazy ones in the school but the serious ones. If the bad ones 

entice you, do not consent (Prov. 1:10). St. Paul in this respect warned us not to 

identify with the idle minds. He warned that we should not have anything to do 

with idle fellows so that they will be ashamed of themselves. 

Nonetheless, bad friendship could lead a student to the following bad behaviours: 

i) Cultism. 

ii) Stealing. 

iii) Drug abuse/addiction. 

iv) Prostitution. 

v) Lesbianism. 

vi) Homosexuality. 

vii) Smoking. 

viii) Drinking. 

ix) Truancy and other delinquent behaviour.   

xx) Laziness. 

Moral Lessons: 
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1. For a better performance in academics, we should interact with students of 

good academic backgrounds. 

2. Bad company corrupts good manner and students should avoid bad companies 

in their relationship in schools. 

3. Teachers should give students orientation on how to avoid bad friends. 

 

WEEK EIGHT  

TOPIC: RELATIONSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY 

Community biologically is a group of people and animals living in a particular 

area. Socially, it can be seen as a place where people live. For example: Nanka 

Community, Omor Community, Adazi Community, Onitsha Community, Hausa 

Community in Onitsha, Yoruba Community in Akwa-Ibom State, and so on. 

Every person comes from a particular community and lives in a particular 

community.  A person may live within his community or outside his own 

community, but it is obvious that any person that is not ostracized must have a 

community he must/may live. 

However, every community has its leaders ranging from the chief of the 

community like-Eze, Obong, Oba, Obi, Emir, et cetera as the case may be then, 

the council of elders, age grades association, councillors, town union chairman 

and other authorities that make and enforce laws and order in the community. 

Meanwhile, for every community to maintain its existence it must has norms, 

values, aspirations, which every member of the society must keep for the 

development of the society. Any person that obeys the laws, (conventions) of the 

society is said to be co-operating. So, students Christians and others in 

community can only relate to one another well by respecting the leaders of the 

community, the norms and values, and other authorities within the community 

for peace and order to be maintained in the community. That is why St. Paul 

teaching on civil and social duties (need for order in society) says: 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

Therefore, he who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and 

those who resist will incur judgement. For rulers are not a terror to good 

conduct, but to bad… Therefore, one must be subject, not only to avoid 

God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For the same reason you 

also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God attending to this very 

thing. Pay all of them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to 

whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honour to whom 

honour is due(Rom. 13:1-7) 
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If the above conditions as advocated by Paul are kept, our society will be orderly, 

people will be living in love which we know that the ten commandments of God 

are summarized in love. The people in the community should show love for one 

another and to their leaders so that there will be no chaos in the society and that 

God’s name will also be glorified. It is in this line of reasoning that Jesus advised 

his disciples to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s. Let 

nobody that lives in a community say that he/she won’t interact with Mr. A or B 

because of his religious background for that affects orderliness in the society. It 

also affects some developmental projects such as people’s contributions to 

building basic amenities such as, pipe borne water, electricity, health centres, 

roads, markets among others. 

Proper relationship in the community will enable the community to provide its 

people with security or protection they need and other advantages. Therefore, the 

service of God is determined by the way people relate in the community. Any 

person that keeps the norms of the community has obeyed God but any person 

that violates the law of the community cannot claim that he obeys God for God 

is not God of violence and disorder but God of order and love. 

WAYS OF SUSTAINING RELATIONSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY 

For peace and order to exist in our society we must observe some certain 

practices. Those practices that if we undertake, our relationship with others in the 

community will be strong and smooth. They are as follows:- 

a) Love: Love is the most needed virtue for cordiality to exist in any social 

system. So, we should love one another for a smooth relationship to be ensured. 

b) Religious Tolerance: There should be no religious discrimination among the 

different religious groups in the community for orderliness to be maintained. 

c) Respect for Elders: If we obey our elders, we will live long and they will be 

praying for us. 

d) Participation in Community Development Programmes: Community 

builds schools, roads, health centres and carries out some other development 

projects; and if any person does not contribute and co-operate in such projects, 

the community punishes the person with some fines. Therefore, students, 

Christians of any denomination should contribute in community development so 

that a smooth community relationship can be guaranteed. 

e) Respect for Leaders: Disobedience to leaders brings crisis in the community. 

Any person who disrespects the governing authorities of the community receives 

punishments for it. 

f) Keeping the Laws of the Land: Obedience to community norms and values 

bring order in the community. If any person violates the norms of a community, 
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the people will not be happy with that person. For example, a woman shall not 

touch masquerade in Igbo land; it is seen as an abomination and any woman who 

tries to do such will attract the wrath of the elders and that of the people. 

g) Respect for other People’s Rights/Freedoms: We should not encroach into 

the rights of others. We should endeavour not to infringe on the rights of people 

whether we are the rulers or the ruled. 

h) Avoidance of Ethnic Segregation or Tribalism: Tribalism should be avoided 

in our society to enable us achieve smooth relationship. If an Hausa discriminates 

someone from another tribe, it will generate hatred and intolerance and there will 

be no peace. Therefore we should live as one in Nigeria and as one community 

with no ethnic discrimination. 

i) Caring for the Needy: The less privileged should be taken care of by the rich. 

The people in the hospitals should be visited and encouraged as a way of 

expressing love and it makes God happy. This aspect is vital because it is what 

God will use as a criterion in judging humanity on the last day. He would tell 

many that they did not help him in the time of need and they will be surprised 

when they saw the Lord in such a condition and did not render any help (Mt. 

25:31-46). 

Moral Lessons: 

1. Respect for the elders and the constituted authorities enhances understanding 

in the community. 

2. Love is necessary for a normal interaction to be sustained in our communities. 

3. We should love one another for us to coexist well in the community. 

4. Obedience to laws and orders bring peace and orderliness in a community. 

 

WEEK NINE: 

TOPIC: RELATIONSHIP IN THE CHURCH (Rom. 12:9-21; I Pt. 3:8-13; 

Rom. 13:1-7) 

Church is an institution established primarily for the worship of God. It is a place 

for the teaching and learning about our relationship with God. The teaching 

received in the church helps us to grow spiritually and interact with our fellow 

human beings in a godly way. However, Christians being the children of God are 

supposed to display the most peaceful interaction which should be void of rancour 

and hatred but one that is cushioned with love because God whom we worship in 

the church, is love. This peaceful atmosphere when maintained in the church 

helps the Christians to pray and worship God together and effectively. 
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In the Church, Christians are expected to obey the ecclesiastical authorities like 

the Bishops, Rev. Fathers, Rev. Brothers, Pastors, Priests, Deacons, Catechists 

and others that minister in the church for they are ordained by God. This if done, 

will foster smooth relationship in the church which will enhance God’s worship. 

The ministers of God should as well treat the congregation with respect and love. 

We should love our Christian brothers and sisters for it is only through this that 

we can show our love for God. As Christians we are advised in Romans 12:9-21 

to show genuine love to our Christian brothers and sisters, respect for one another, 

rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer, contribute to the 

need of the saints, never flag in zeal be glow with the spirit, practice hospitality 

and serve the Lord. 

The reason for the above advice is for us to live peacefully as we worship God. 

We should not revenge offences against our neighbour for vengeance is God’s. 

Therefore, no matter what our Christian brother or sister does to us, we should 

not retaliate for God who sees in secret will see and fight for us hence in I Peter 

3:13 the word of God says, who is there to  harm you if you are zealous for what 

is right? 

Moral Lessons: 

1. We should pray and worship with one accord in our churches. 

2. Love should reign supreme in the church. 

3. The church authorities should have regard for their members and should as 

well show love to them. 

4. Church members should devise means of helping the needy both in the church 

and outside the church. 

 

WEEK TEN 

TOPIC: RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

How do we relate with God? We relate with God through our religions. Hence, 

religion can be stated as the belief in the existence and worship of the Supreme 

Being. It is the belief in the existence and worship of the transcendental Being 

whom we address as the creator and the controller of the universe. It can be seen 

as belief in and worship of God. We believe in God and His creative acts through 

faith. This is because, we cannot see God nor touch Him. Religion teaches us 

about the existence of God and His wonderful work of creation and every other 

information about Him. People of the world believe in God in different ways; and 

through different religions and Nigerians are not exceptions. 
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However, before the coming of Christianity, Nigerians have their ways of 

worshipping the Almighty God. We have African Traditional Religion (ATR) 

where people worship God through their deities; the Islamic religion where the 

Muslims relate with God Almighty (Allah) through Prophet Mohammed. 

Therefore, in Nigeria, we have three main religion which comprises: the African 

Traditional Religion, Islamic Religion and Christian Religion. But our concern is 

the Christian religion which teaches us many things about God and His existence 

and how to worship Him. 

The fact that God created us in His own image and after His likeness, and that we 

share the same nature with Him coupled with His purpose of creating man had 

made us to seek for ways of relating with Him. It is the ways through which we 

relate with God that we are going to look at in the next sub-topic. 

WAYS THROUGH WHICH WE RELATE WITH GOD  

Right from creation, God has special interest in man. He created him to know, 

worship, serve and love Him on this earth; and also to live with Him happily 

forever after death. For this intention to be fulfilled, man needs to establish cordial 

relationship with God. This could be possible through the following ways: Bible, 

Prayer, Worship, Praises and Personal experience or what we call revelation. Let 

us critically examine these ways one after another. 

a) Through the Bible: 

Bible is the word of God sent down to us through men who were inspired by the 

Holy Ghost and it is in it that every truth about God and His existence can be 

found. Therefore, when we read the Bible we know more about God, His 

promises to man and His rules and regulations. Hence, it is advisable we read the 

Bible ceaselessly in order to be closer to God. 

b) Through Prayer: 

First and foremost, Prayer is the raising up our minds and hearts to God. It is a 

veritable and vital means through which man communicates with God. The need 

for prayer made Jesus’ disciples to demand that their master taught them how to 

pray since John taught his followers. To respond to this special request, Jesus 

taught His disciples the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ (Our father). This is a model prayer which 

every Christian is expected to learn and use as a guide when praying. 

c) Through Worship: 

God as we know is an all giving father and He needs just our worships and praises. 

No matter what God does for you, you do not need to pay Him but to find a good 

song and use it to praise His Holy name as a way of acknowledging what He has 

done for you. He does not eat any delicacy but praises and worships and that was 
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the prime reason He created man. God’s heart gladdens any time we praise Him 

and He does marvellous things for us. 

Therefore, students and teachers should try and remember to praise Him before 

and after their lessons and they will see the difference. Students in school should 

have good hymns they use in praising God for He deserves it. 

d) Through Personal Experience/Revelation: 

God appears to people and interacts with them one in one. Many persons in the 

Bible had this kind of experience. For instance: God appeared to Abraham and 

demanded Isaac’s sacrifice; Saul encountered Christ on his way to Damascus in 

a mission to molest the Christians; Moses interacted with God on Mount Horeb 

where he saw the bush burning but the leaves were not consumed; Moses 

encountered God when he went up Mount Sinai to collect the ten commandments. 

Joshua, Deborah, Gideon, Samuel, David, Solomon and most leaders of Israel 

had personal encounter with the Almighty God. 

Then, our question is, has this kind of revelation ceased to exist? The answer is 

obviously “no” for God still appear to people who are holy today and still passes 

messages to His people through these holy persons. Students and teachers are in 

these category but the condition is very clear-living a holy life. 

Moral Lessons: 

1. We know more about God through the Bible. 

2. The ideal prayer is the Lord’s Prayer which Jesus taught His disciples and we 

should endeavour to learn and say it daily. 

3. God appears to people personally and He may appear to us one day. Therefore, 

we should be careful. 

4. Students should make the Bible their companions and read it always in order 

to be closer to God. 

 

 

 

  

 


