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THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF JESUS CHRIST (MTT.27:32-44, MTT.27:45–56, 

MTT.27:57–61) 

    THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS  

       After the judgement of Jesus by Caiaphas the high priest who asked Him whether He was 

Christ the son of God; that of Pilate who asked Him whether He was the King of the Jews and 

Herod who wanted Jesus to perform some signs to him, He was condemned and the Jews, 

Scribes and Elders ordered for His death.  

           Jesus was compelled to carry a big cross to Golgotha (The place of Skull) for His 

crucifixion according to the tradition of the Jews. On the way to Golgotha, they saw that Jesus 

was tired and could no longer carry the cross and they mandated an African called Simon of 

Cyrene to help Jesus carry His cross meanwhile they flogged Jesus, beat Him, spat on Him and 

even strip Him of His robe. There was no kind of assault they did not give Jesus both in actions 

and in words.  At Calvary, Jesus demanded for water, they gave Him wine mingled with gall 

to take but He could not drink it. On Calvary, they crucified Him in between two robbers one 

at the right hand and another at the left hand. They placed the charge against Jesus on His cross, 

‘’Jesus the king of the Jews’’.  

          We were made to know that the one at the left hand side insulted Jesus by telling Him to 

save Himself since He is the Lord, but the other at the right hand side rebuked his co-robber, 

telling him that they committed offence worthy to the treatment they were receiving, but 

attested to the fact that Jesus did not commit any offence worthy of crucifixion in the same 

vein, he (The robber at the right hand) pleaded with Jesus to remember him in His Father’s 

kingdom. Consequently, Jesus gave him immediate licence to heaven saying, ‘’Today you shall 

be with me in paradise ‘’.  

           However, passer-by mocked Him saying ‘’you who would destroy the temple and build 

it in three days save yourself, if you are the son of God, come down from the cross’’ So also 

the chief priest, with the Scribes and Elders mocked Him saying; ‘’He saved others but He 

cannot save Himself’’. 

…………After the crucifixion of Jesus by the temple soldiers, at the sixth hour, there was 

darkness all over the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a 

loud voice, ‘’ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’’ Which means my God, my God why hast thou 

forsaken?’’ (MTT. 27:46). After the above cry, the Jews around there mocked Jesus claiming 

that He was calling on Elijah to come and help Him and they went and bring more vinegar for 

Jesus to drink. Jesus cried again in a louder voice repeating what He said before and gave up 

to the ghost. 

              Immediately He died, many things happened which among them were:  

     - The curtain of the temple was torn into two showing the end of Judaism  
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     -There was earth-quake and the earth shook. 

     -The tombs were opened  

     -Many bodies from the tombs after His resurrection went into the Holy city and appeared 

unto many (mtt.27:53). 

       However, the above incidence made the centurion and those who were taking watch over 

Jesus to acknowledge in fear, ‘’truly this was the son of God!’’ Other people that witnessed the 

awesome event were three women that were following Jesus from Galilee to His point of death. 

They are, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons 

of Zebedee (mtt.27:56). 

        We should note that Jesus died on GOOD FRIDAY. It was called Good Friday because 

that was the day that mankind was liberated from sins by the blood which Jesus shed on the 

cross. 

                                           MORAL LESSON  

1. Jesus was crucified because of the offence He never committed. 

2. We should try as Christians to help people who are in need. 

3. God is ever ready to forgive our offence whenever we repent. 

4. Death of Jesus liberated man from the bondage of sin and death. 

5. Jesus did not curse His executioners rather He forgave them. 

 

 

 

     WEEK SIX 

THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST (MTT.27:45-56) 

    THE WORDS OF JESUS ON THE CROSS (MTT.27:46, MK.15:34; 4.23:34; 43, 46). 

      Jesus made about seven utterances on the cross of Calvary. They are presented 

sequentially: 

1. Eloi, Eloi lama sabachthani? – My God, My God why have you forsaken me? 

2. Father forgive them for they know not what they do. 

3. Truly I say to you today you shall be with me in my father’s paradise. 

4. Father into your hands I commit my spirit. 

5. Woman behold your son, son behold your mother. 

6. I am thirsty. 

7. It is finished. 

 

THE BURIAL OF JESUS (MTT.27:57-61) 

            Joseph of Arimathea, a secret friend of Jesus courageously went to Pilate after Jesus’ 

death to ask for permission to take and bury His body; and Pilate allowed him. 
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             He went and took Jesus’ body and buried it in the tomb he prepared for himself as a 

big man. At the burial ground, Mary, the mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, (who anointed the 

body of Christ with a costly oil), Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea did not bury Jesus alone. 

The Bible recorded that they covered the tomb with a very big stone that nobody could open it 

easily and left. 

SIGNIFICANCES OF JESUS’ BURIAL. 

1. Jesus was buried like a human being but God did not allow His body to decay in the 

tomb. 

2. No matter how people hated someone, there must be people that love and value the 

person. 

3. We should love people both when they are alive and during death. 

4. One can give out his or her valuable to help people. 

    

        THINGS THAT HAPPENED AFTER THE DEATH OF JESUS. 

1. The curtain of the temple was torn into two showing the end of Judaism. 

2. There was an earth-quake and the earth shook. 

3. The tombs were opened and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised and coming out of the tomb. 

4. There was total darkness everywhere and this made the people to say that Jesus is 

really son of God. 

 

 

 

 WEEK 8 

      THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST (MTT.28:1-10, MK.16:1-8, LK.24:1-12) 

1. ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 28:1-10. 

                   Resurrection is the act or process of rising from the dead. It is the process by which 

people come to life again after death. 

                   In the early morning of the first day of the week, (on the Sunday after Jesus was 

crucified on the cross on Friday), Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 

sepulchre, the tomb in which Jesus was buried. There was a great earth-quake, because angel 

of the Lord descended from heaven, rolled away the stone, and sat upon it. The appearance of 

the angel was like lightening and his raiment as white as snow. This created great fear in the 

guards. 

                    The angel said to the women ‘’Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus 

who was crucified. He is not here; for He has risen, as He said ‘’. The angel further invited the 

women to come and see where He (Jesus) was laid. The angel finally directed the women to 

go quietly and tell His disciple that He has risen from dead, and to further inform them that 

Jesus was going before them to Galilee where they would see Him 

2. MARK’S ACCOUNT OF THE RESURRECTION (MK.16;1-8) 
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                      After the Sabbath following the day Jesus was crucified, Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James and Salome brought spices in order that they might anoint Jesus 

in the tomb. They went to the tomb during sunset, on Sunday morning, the first day of the 

week. They wondered who would help them roll away the stone covering the tomb of Jesus. 

On arrival they found that the large stone had been rolled back. 

          On getting to the tomb, the women were amazed to see a young man dressed in a 

white cloth, sitting on the right side of the tomb. He told them that Jesus was not there but 

had risen. The angel also showed them where Jesus was laid and directed them to go and 

inform His disciple and Peter that they would see Jesus in Galilee, as He had earlier told 

them. 

3. ACCORDING TO LUKE (LK.24:1-11). 

      On the first day of the week, the women who had followed Jesus from Galilee took 

the spices which they had prepared and went to tomb of Jesus in order to anoint His 

body. However, on getting to the tomb, they found the stone rolled away and nothing 

in the tomb. 

             While the women were astonished by what they saw, two men stood by them in 

dazzling apparel. As the women were frightened, and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 

spoke to them saying, ‘’Why do you seek the living among the dead?’’ The men reminded 

them of Jesus’ earlier revelation about His crucifixion and resurrection. The women 

remembered His words, and as they returned from the tomb, they told what had happened to 

the eleven Apostles and who brought the news of the resurrection were Mary Magdalene, 

Joana, Mary the mother of James and others. The Apostles received the news of the resurrection 

of Jesus, as presented by the women, with doubt. 

                     SIGNIFICANCES OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION. 

1. The resurrection of Jesus brought the prophecies concerning Jesus to final fulfilment. 

2. The resurrection shows Jesus power and victory over death. 

3. Jesus body did not decay because He is not an ordinary human being. 

4. It helps the spreading of Christianity. 

5. It gave Christians the hope of resurrection in the end. 

  

           

 

 

     

 

 

 

  


