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ELECTORAL MAL-PRACTICES IN NIGERIA 

Electoral malpractices refer to all negative behavior, attitudes, habits and practices performed by 

the electoral body, political parties, candidates or electorates which are capable of influencing or 

disrupting the smooth conduct of elections in a country. In Nigeria many people want to contest 

and win elections without following the rules. Politicians want to win elections by all means. As a 

result, people who should not win elections win thereby ushering in a bad government that may 

not serve the interest of the people. 

FORMS OF ELECTORAL MALPRACTICE IN NIGERIA 

Forms of electoral malpractice in Nigeria include the following; 

 

1. COMPILATION OF FICTITIOUS NAMES. 

During the registration of voters or review of voters register, fraudulent politicians connive 

with dishonest electoral officers to compile fictitious names and register them in the authentic 

register of voters. 

2. ILLEGAL PRINTING OF VOTERS CARDS. 

Corrupt politicians often go to the extent of printing fake voter’s cards. With this, they engage 

unqualified people to vote or engage in multiple voting during elections. 

3. ANNOUNCING RESULTS WHERE NO ELECTION WERE HELD. 

Sometimes some corrupt electoral officials write fictitious or fake results for polling stations 

that do not exist or where election did not take place and announce the results in favor of the 

of their candidates. 

4. SWITCHING OF BALLOT BOXES. 

There are also cases of switching of fake ballot boxes stuffed with thumb printed ballot 

papers with genuine ballot boxes. These malpractices are carried out with the active 

involvement of the returning officer and at other times with the use of force. The real boxes 

are exchanged with the fake ones already prepared even before the elections. 

5. FALSIFICATON OF ELECTION RESULT. 

The results of elections are sometimes not declared the way the votes were cast. Sometimes 

returning officers take bribe from politicians and inflate the results of some candidates to 

the extents that the winner often becomes a loser. For example 20 votes could be inflated 

to 200 votes by adding an extra zero. 

6. EXCLUSION OF VALIDLY NOMINATED CANDIDATES. 
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The name of a validly nominated candidates can disappear from the list of candidates, 

because he is a strong contender and a threat to the party in power. All these forms of 

electoral malpractices have conspired to give negative image to Nigeria within 

international circles.   

 

 

PREVENTION OF ELECTORAL MALPRACTICES IN NIGERIA 

Electoral malpractice has severely dented the image of Nigeria and has become a source 

of national embarrassment. Here are some ways to prevent electoral malpractices; 

1. PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT AND EDUCATION. There should be extensive public 

enlightenment and civic education to change the people’s perception of election and drive 

home the consequences of election malpractice. This campaign would be championed by 

all relevant agencies and stake holders like INEC, SIEC, NOA, and the NGOS. 

2. IMPATIALITY OF ELECTORAL UMPIRES. Our electoral umpires should be as neutral 

as possible and should not be the ones to break the rules. Some of the electoral umpires 

are INEC,SIEC, the law courts, law enforcement agencies such as the police, State 

Security Service[SSS]. 

3. CHANGE IN THE WAY WE PERCEIVE OPPOSITION. Electoral malpractice can be 

prevented if we change the way we see the opposition or people who belong to other 

political parties. Politicians must accept the fact that politics is a matter of democratic 

choice involving at least two options. They should learn to appreciate oppositions as vital 

stakeholders. Without opposition democracy will not be real. 

4. POLITICS MUST BE DE-MONITIZED. Money has played a very negative role in 

Nigeria politics. To curb electoral malpractices, the influence of money must be 

eliminated. The right of the best men, women, and youths from participating in political 

process have been denied due to high deposits charged by INEC, SIEC, for purchase of 

forms. The fees candidates are made to pay by political parties is outrageous. These should 

be drastically curtailed if we must prevent electoral malpractices. 

5. SERIOUS PUNISHMENT FOR ELECTION RIGGERS. There should be electoral law 

reforms to include more strident punishments for offenders. From 2007 election till date, 

over ten governorship election have been nullified across the country as a result of rigging 

and other forms of malpractices. Despite these glaring cases of fraud, no one has been 

punished. 

6. USE OF OPEN SECRET BALLOT SYSTEM. The use of open secret ballot system could 

be a solution to rigging. This process would involve accreditation of the voters in their 

respective polling stations for a period of three hours, 8.00am-11.00am. The accredited 

voters should gather after the accreditation and queue up in a single file or line to vote. 

The voters should be counted to ensure that the number to vote does not exceed the number 

that was accredited. If this method is strictly applied, it will reduce electoral malpractices. 

7. TIME TO RETURN TO GOD. People should be made to understand that God owns 

everything and would demand explanation from us how we have managed our 
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responsibilities when we get back to him. Therefore, religion should be devoid of 

hypocrisy. 

 

                

WK5. 

MEANING OF VOTING  

Voting is the act of choosing somebody in an election. It can also be seen as the making of choice 

from a list of candidates to represent the people in government. Voting can be seen as the process 

of electing representatives of the people into the government of the state. 

  

 

TYPES OF VOTING  

There exists different types of voting or ballot system. The type adopted by each country 

depends on its constitution and level of the political maturity. 

1. SECRET VOTING. In this type of voting, the voter casts his votes secretly. He votes 

according to his conscience or political conviction. The name, symbol and photograph of 

candidates and their parties are shown in the ballot papers given to the voters. From the 

options provided, the voter makes a choice.  

2. OPEN BALLOT SYSTEM. This system as name implies is open. It involves the voters 

queuing behind the candidates and parties of their choice or their symbol. They are counted 

and the candidate with the highest votes is declared the winner. This system is known as 

option A4 in Nigeria. It was used in 1993 general elections that was for no reason cancelled 

by Gen. Ibrahim Babanginda. 

3. OPEN SECRET BALLOT. In the open secret system, the voters cast their votes in secret 

with the use of ballot papers and boxes. The votes are counted in the presence of everyone 

that voted and the election results declared right there at voting Centre. It reduces the fear 

of election rigging and makes it free and fair. 

4. COMPULSORY VOTING. In some countries, all eligible voters must vote, whether they 

like it or not. The law compels voters to vote in elections. Failure to vote is regarded by 

the law as a criminal offence and punishable. 

5. OPTIONAL VOTING. In this system, individuals have the right to decide whether to vote 

or not. Political education and democratic awareness are needed to convince people to vote 

or participate in elections. 

6. VOTING BY POST. This system enables citizens in diaspora to send their votes through 

post. This system is subject to manipulation and delay and can only be efficiently practiced 

in the countries with highly developed communication system like USA. This system was 

used in 2008 general election that ushered in President Barack Obama. 

7.  VOTING BY PROXY. This is a method voting in absentia. It is the method of giving 

authority to somebody to enable him vote on your behalf if you are not there at the time of 
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voting. It is also called substitute vote and it is open to abuse as the substitute may vote 

against the wish of the original voter.   

VOTER REGISTRATION 

   Voter’s registration means the compilation, maintenance and revision of a national register 

of voters on a continuous basis. The names of persons qualified to vote in election in a country and 

particulars are compiled into books called VOTERS REGISTER. 

 REASONS FOR VOTERS REGISTRATION 

1. For easy identification and to prevent confusion on Election Day. 

2. To prevent electoral fraud such as multiple voting and under age voting. 

3. To prevent multiple registration. 

The body charged with the conduct of election including voter registration is called 

Independent National Electoral Commission [INEC]. The electoral act requires the 

commission to maintain a national register of voters comprising a register of voters for 

each state of the federation and the federal capital territory. 

THE ELECTRONIC VOTER REGISTER 

In October 2006 INEC broke from the past with the introduction of a new voter registration 

program in the country. This was to prepare for 2007 general elections. The manual voter 

registration that had been in place was discarded for a new computerized electronic Direct 

Data Capture [DDC] system of voter registration. This new system involves taking a facial 

photograph of the voter, finger print, age and physical features. The system is designed to 

eliminate multiple registration and other form of cheating in voter registration which had 

been the source of manipulation or rigging in elections in Nigeria. Under the new system 

i.e. Direct Data Capture [DDC] The voter is saved the pains of filling forms and other 

tedious paper work. 

IMPORTANCE OF VOTING 

 Voting as a way of conducting elections has become very popular as many countries to 

the world are turning to democracy. Below are the importance of voting. 

1. CHOICE OF THE PEOPLE. Voting brings out the choice of the people, because the people 

voted, they are convinced that the winner is their choice and will represent their interest in 

government. 

2. PEACEFUL CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT. Peaceful change of government from one 

regime to another is affected through voting. Other methods of changing government that 

is not through voting could lead to violence and bloodshed. 

3. REMOVAL OF UNPOPULAR GOVTS. Voting helps the people to remove a government 

that does not take care of the interest of the people or the rules without regard for the 

constitution. Such government is not popular with the people and is voted out during 

election. 

4. ENCOURAGES POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. Voting allows the citizens the 

opportunity to have a say in who represent them in government. Citizens of a country show 

full participation in the electoral process by coming out on mass to vote for the candidates 
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of their choice in election. Voting encourages mass participation in politics as everyone 

feels that his vote is his power. 

5. CREATING STABILITY IN GOVERNMENT. The majority of the people take part in 

voting during elections in order to vote for their favorite’s candidates. As a result of this 

whoever wins the election is seen as the people’s choice. This removes the ill-feelings, bad 

blood, fighting and protests associated with undemocratic governments. 

6. MEASUREMENT OF PUBLIC OPINION. Through voting the feeling of the public 

concerning the policies and programs of the government can easily be ascertained. When 

people refuse to vote for the party in power, it is a clear indication that the party is not 

doing well. So, voting can be used to measure public opinion. 

7. GIVES POLITICAL EDUCATION. Voting makes people to have political consciousness. 

This happens through public enlightenment they receive on radio and television during 

electioneering campaigns and through electoral officers at the polling stations. The 

electorates learn a lot about election, voting and politics even if they are illiterates. 

   

THE PROCESS OF VOTING  

The process of voting varies from one country to another. The developed countries use 

more advanced processes of voting according to their peculiar electoral processes or age 

of their democracy while less literate societies with new democratic government practice 

simpler voting processes. 

THE ELECTORAL PROCESS 

     This is the process or method by which the electorates in a democratic state elect their 

representatives into their elective positions. Every country has electoral law which states 

the qualifications of voters and those to be voted for in elections. It includes the conditions 

which the electorates must meet before they can qualify to vote their representatives. An 

electoral system is the method by which the citizens of a democratic society vote or elect 

their representatives. Due to increasing population of people in societies, representation in 

government becomes the only means by which democracy can be practiced.  

 

TYPES OF ELECTORAL SYSTEM 

1. SIMPLE MAJORITY OR PLURAL SYSTEM. This simple majority also referred to as 

‘’First-Past-The Post’’ is the system in which the candidate with the highest number of 

votes cast is declared the winner no matter the proportion of the votes scored during an 

election. This system is in use in Nigeria and Ghana. 

2. ALTERNATIVE VOTING SYSTEM. This system designed to secure majority 

representation for the electorate. Under this system the names of all the candidates will be 

on the ballot paper. In these ballot papers, the voters must indicate their preference in other 

of importance by marking 1,2,3,4 etc. The candidates that score the smallest votes are 

removed from the list until the winner emerges. This system is practiced in Australia. 
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3. ABSOLUTE MAJORITY SYSTEM. The absolute majority system refers to the ability of 

the winning candidates to secure more than half of the total votes cast. This system may 

create problems where no clear-cut winner emerges. 

4. THE SECOND BALLOT. In this system the two candidates who scored the highest votes 

are made to face electorates at a later date. Voters who support the less successful 

candidates can switch their support to either of the two leading candidates until a candidate 

secures the majority votes and wins. This is also called ‘’Run-Off-Election’’. 

5. THE REPEATED BALLOT. This is an electoral system in which voters vote continuously 

with intervals for discussions and negotiations until a winner emerges. A perfect example 

is when a new pope is to be elected by a college of cardinals. This system is used in 

nominating the American Presidential candidates of the party convention.     

 


