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WEEK 4            

           CHRISTIANS LIVING IN THE COMMUNITY    

 Teachings that will foster unity in the community (1Pt.1:3-17, Mtt.5:3-16).  

                         

    In each community there are different groups of people living and interacting with 

each other. Each community consist of Christians and non-Christians. Christian religion demands 

practical manifestation of Jesus teachings in their daily lives so as to promote peace and harmony 

between Christian and non-Christians.         

                          

1Pt.1:3-17: Peter wrote to Christians living in exiles in the Dispersion in Pontius, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, Billyria, he offered some pieces of advice. Peter started by thanking God the 

father of our lord Jesus Christ through whose mercy we are born again (anew). Christians hope is 

in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Christians in heritance is imperishable, undefiled 

and unfading. This inheritance is kept in heaven for Christians. This inheritance is by god’s power 

guarded by faith. Christians may suffer trials for a short period. Those trials are to test the 

genuineness of their faith. It is through faith that Christians obtain salvation. Mtt.5:3-16: Jesus 

Christ described Christians as the salt of the earth. In Mtt.5:13, Jesus said “you are the salt of the 

earth, but if the salt loses its taste, how shall its saltness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men”. Jesus Christ also described 

Christians as the light of the world. In Mtt.5:14, Jesus said “ you are the light of the world. A city 

set on a hill cannot be hidden” Mtt5:15, No one light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a 

stand and it gives light to all the house”. Mtt5:16, Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your father who is in heaven.    

       

MORAL    LESSONS   

1.   Trials are meant to test how strong our faith is.       

2.   Christians should avoid sin because they are the salt and light of the world.   

3.  Christian should live a good Christ life practically.      

              

 CHRISTIANS ATITUDE TO PERSECUTION – (1Pt 3:13-17).   

Persecution is a cruel punishment meted out to a persons or group of persons on account of their 

belief. It is the suffering inflicted on people, not because of any criminal act, but because of their 

faith or beliefs. The history of Christianity is the history of persecution. Persecution exist in 

families, communities, market place, places of work etc. Christ was persecuted, his disciples were 
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also persecuted today. Christian often suffer persecution and it can be in any form. 1Pt.3:13-17:  

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is right? But even if you do suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts 

reverence Christ as lord. Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you to account 

for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and keep your conscience clean, 

so that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behaviour in Christ may be put to shame. 

For it is better to suffer for doing right, if that should be God’s will, than for doing wrong. 

         

MORAL LESSONS/SIGNIFICANCE     

1. The advice of peter is that we should be patience during trials.     

2. Christians should not fear anybody, but should rather have strong faith in God.   

3.  Christians should be able to defend or explain our hope in Christ to non-Christians   

4.  Christians should not complain or retaliate during trials and persecution.   

             

             

            

 WEEK 5   

PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE 

a.  EXPLANATION OF PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE (Mtt. 5:21-25). 

             

What is peaceful co-existence?      

Nigeria society is made up of many communities. These communities are made up of different 

ethnic groups. It is estimated that there are more than 400 ethnic group in Nigeria. Some of these 

ethnic groups are Igbo, Hausa, Yoruba, Tiv, Idoma, Jukun, Ijaw, Ibibio, Igala and others. Within 

these groups, there are people practicing different religion. But these people live peacefully. In 

Lagos there are people from different ethnic groups even citizens of foreign nations. People 

practice their religion without disturbance.                         

Therefore, the term peaceful co-existence means a state where people of different ethnic groups 

share different religious and political beliefs live together in peace and co-operate with each other.

  

                     

Advantages of peaceful co-existence   

1.  It brings unity among different ethnic groups.      

2.  It brings about religious tolerance.               

 3.  With peaceful co-existence, development is easy in every community.       
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4.  It brings about understanding each other’s culture.      

             

         Mtt 5:21-25:  The old testament law says “you shall not kill and whoever kills shall 

be liable to judgement”. Jesus saw that in spite of capital punishment of death imposed on murder, 

people still kill. This means that the death punishment has not discouraged people from committing 

murder. Jesus  thought deeper on why people kill in spite of death punishment. He therefore stated 

that to avoid killing people should avoid those things which would lead them to commit the sin of 

murder. He identified anger as one of the reason why people kill. He then advised that people 

should put anger in check. This means that we should control anger so as to avoid it from 

overtaking us. It is when we cannot control anger that we abuse, fight, quarrel and even kill. This 

means that we should try to settle misunderstanding between friends, neighbours and us peacefully. 

Jesus emphasized that it is important for people to settle misunderstanding between them before 

any offering to the alter of God. He equally advised that people should settle their differences 

peacefully instead of going to court.          

 MORAL LESSONS 

 1. Christians should not allow anger to overtake us.      

2.  It is through dialogue that we can achieve reconciliation.     

3.  Christians are to adopt the following for peaceful co-existence, they are tolerance, 

forgiveness, dialogue and reconciliation.          

             

             

             

             

             

WEEK 6 

    INSTANCES IN THE BIBLE OF PEOPLE DESIRING PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE.    

                                                ESAU AND JACOB (Gen 32:1-11). 

Esau and Jacob were the sons of Isaac. Esau was the first born. He was a hunter. Jacob was the 

younger brother. He was a shepherd. Jacob was an ambitious and greedy man. He decided to take 

Esau’s birthright and he succeeded.              Firstly, 

Esau sold his birthright because of hunger, when he asked Jacob to give him porridge yam. But 

Jacob before giving it to him, requested for Esau’s birth right, which he foolishly sold. Jacob 

equally deceived his father Isaac with the help of the mother. Jacob’s action broke his relation to 

kill him.  Rebekah was their mother, she loved Jacob more than Esau. When she noticed that Esau 

was angry, she sent Jacob away. She sent him to Haran to stay with her brother Laban. Jacob spent 

some years in Haran. He worked for Laban. He became wealthy. He has many things like sheep 

and goats.                 

Jacob married Laban’s daughters. And had many children. But in spite of all wealth, Jacob was 

not happy. His conscience was disturbing him because of what he had done to his brother Esau. 
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He was afraid to go home because he was afraid of Esau. As time passed by, he decided to reconcile 

with his brother Esau. He set on a journey from Haran to meet Esau. He felt sorry and repented. 

But Jacob is still afraid of Esau because he thought that Esau would harm him Jacob honesty 

wanted Esau to forgive him. When Esau saw his brother Jacob, he welcomed and forgive him. 

They reconciled.           

     

Philemon and Onesimus 

 The story of Philemon and Onesimus is contained in the letter of Paul to Philemon. Philemon and 

Paul were friends. Philemon was a Christian, he had a slave named Onesimus. Onesimus stole 

from his master and ran away to Rome. In Rome he met Paul who converted him. After his 

conversion, he regretted his past action. Paul in his letter to Philemon, he appeals to him in the 

name of Christ to forgive and accept Onesimus back not as slave but as brother in Christ. Paul 

narrated to Philemon that Onesimus has repented and Philemon accepted Onesimus back and 

reconcile with him.           

                      

   Isaac and Abimelech (Gen.26:2-29).        

Peaceful co-existence could be achieved through oath taking. This was shown in the relationship 

between Isaac the son of Abraham and Abimelech the king of philistines. Isaac like his father was 

a Nomad. He moved from place to place in search of pasture (grazing land) for his cattle. It 

happened that there was a famine and Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech the king of philistines. 

Gerar must probably be a city within Philistines’ territory. God told him to stay in Gerar with the 

promise that he would bless him in the entire land and his descendants. All these favour God gave 

to Isaac was because Abraham his father was obedient to God. Isaac obeyed and stayed in Gerar. 

The men of the land asked Isaac about his wife and Isaac told them lie. He told them that Rebekah 

his wife was his sister. He told them lie because he thought that the men would kill him because 

of Rebekah his wife. One day, Abimelech saw Isaac touching Rebekahwith love. He immediately 

knew that she was his wife. He now called Isaac and asked him why he deceived them. Isaac said 

to him “Because I thought, lest I die because of her”. Abimelech warned his people against 

meddling with Isaac’s wife. God blessed Isaac in the land and he became rich he had possession 

of flocks and cattle.        

MORAL    LESSONS                                   

1. Christians should learn to forgive each other.              

2. Whenever we offend somebody, we must sincerely, ask for pardon and reconciliation.  

 3. Christian should be able to keep promises without oath taking.     
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WEEK 8     

HOW PEOPLE CAN SHOW DESIRE FOR PEACEFUL CO-EXITENCE                                 

1.  Dialogue                         

2.  Tolerance                      

3.  Forgiveness                      

4.  Call for reconciliation          

Man is a social animal. He lives and interacts with each other. They interact in churches, market 

places,etc. They live in schools and there is need for peace, for people to co-exist. Peace can be 

sustained through these means. They include;  

1. Dialogue:            

       Dialogue simply means exchange of views or ideal. What this means is that 

people who seek for peace would sit down and discuss their problems. This is normally done in a 

very peaceful way. The main aim is to achieve peace. people who engage in dialogue should be 

sincere. They have to tell each other the truth. Through dialogue peaceful co-existence can be 

sustained.           

2. Tolerance:           
       Tolerance is derived from the word tolerate. This simply means to endure, 

accommodate other people’s way of life even if it does not suit one’s way of life. In any 

community, there are people who have different religious, political beliefs. They have different 

cultures but they co-exist. It is important that they should tolerate each other in order to ensure 

peaceful co-existence. In schools, there are students from different life styles. It is important that 

these students should tolerate each other so as to ensure peaceful co-existence.        

   3. Forgiveness:           
             Forgiveness simply means that one does not have the desire any longer to 

punish his offender or to revenge for the offence committed against him. Forgiveness is a virtue 

which Jesus Christ expect every Christian to have in which Jesus Christ expects every Christian to 

have in abundance. There is no way people can live together without misunderstandings. We 

quarrel with our neighbours. Friends quarrel with each other. In the midst of all misunderstanding, 

forgiveness is an essential element in ensuring peaceful co-existence, we have to overlook the past 

and try to ensure peaceful future.     

  4. RECONCILIATION:          
                               Reconciliation is a process of making people become friends after 

quarrelling. We live in communities we interact at different levels, eg in families, churches, 

schools, markets etc. in the process of interaction, we have misunderstandings. It is human nature 

to quarrel and at the same time to settle differences. Often after quarrel, people involved would 

come together and settle their grievances. They talk them over. In the process, they forget their 

differences and become friends again. It is important to note that there are condition necessary for 

successful reconciliation. Repentance is the first step to reconciliation. This is when the offender 

repents. The offender has to approach the person wronged and ask for forgiveness. The offender 
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has to show regret for his or her action. The second step is forgiveness. The person wronged must 

be willing to forgive. It is when the person wronged forgives the offender that reconciliation is 

completed and they would become friends again.       

            

 The Need Or Reasons For Peaceful Co-existence                         

1. To avoid God’s wrath.       

 2. To restore broken relationships.             

3. To maintain peace and other in the society.               

4.  For development in the society.       

 5.  It removes necessary rancor and hatred from people. 

  

 

 

 

    


