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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

Political participation refers to the involvement of the citizens of a country in the formulation 

and implementation of policies for their governance and their participation in the choice of 

their leaders. 

It also means the involvement of citizens of a country in the political activities and decision-

making processes of their country. Example: voting in an election. 

Forms of Political Participation: 

The various forms of political participation include the following:  

1. Voting during election. 

2. Involvement in campaigns. 

3. Holding Political offices. 

4. Analysing Political issues. 

5. Contesting elections. 

6. Supporting candidates seeking election into public offices. 

7. Membership of pressure group. 

8. Working as party agents, returning offers et cetera. 

Purpose of Political Participation: 

1. To check the excesses of government in power-Political participation enables the masses 

to speak out on the errors of the administration in power or to commend them when necessary. 

2. For Decision Making: People participate in politics in order to contribute their quota to 

decision making of their country. 

3. To provide to some people an avenue for money making as they may get political 

appointment, financial benefits et cetera. 

4. To correct the mistakes or failures of the previous government. 

5. People take part in politics for self-fulfilment of their want and a job i.e career. 

6. Political participation also gives people prestige and security. 

Factors Influencing/Affecting Political Participation 

1. Good leadership. 
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2. Type of government in power: The type of government in power determines whether there 

will be positive or negative political participation. 

3. Presence of Social amenities: Provision of social amenities also influence political 

participation. 

CENTRALIZATION 

Centralization is the concentration of the whole authority of governmental powers in the hands 

of the government at the centre. 

It can be defined as a situation in which power is concentrated at the centre. The central 

government has all the authority and power to act and perform the duties of government. 

DECENTRALIZATION 

This is the opposite of centralization. It refers to a system of governmental administration in 

which powers are shared with component regions, states, provinces and local units. It refers to 

a system of administration in which government functions are not concentrated in a single 

central authority, but are shared among component units. 

Types of Decentralization: 

There are two main types of decentralization. They are: 

1. Devolution: This is the process whereby political authority is transferred from the central 

government to semi-autonomous units such as state and local government. Such devolved 

powers are enshrined in the constitution. Devolved powers may therefore only be withdrawn, 

reduced or enhanced after an amendment to the relevant provisions of the constitution. 

2. Deconcentration: Under this system, the central government duplicates its administrative 

authority which is effectively carried out in the local parts of the country through its agents. It 

is the transfer of administrative and supervisory powers to local government and outposts. It 

applies especially to government agencies. Example: Power Holding, Customs Service. Such 

agencies receive full powers to provide services on behalf of the relevant department or 

ministry. 

Merits of Decentralization: 

1. It brings government nearer to the people. 

2. Decentralization promotes development of all areas of the country. 

3. It helps to prevent the emergence of dictatorial rule by the central government. This is as a 

result of the sharing of powers between different levels of government. 

4. The political participation of the citizens is increased. 

5. It gives a sense of autonomy and fulfilment to the people especially those distant from the 

capital. 

6. Decentralization encourages healthy competition among the local communities in the areas 

of economic development and provision of social amenities. 

Disadvantages of Decentralization: 

1. Decentralization tends to lead to excessive cost of administration. 
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2. It may foster tension, conflict and unhealthy rivalry between the different units of the state 

in their attempt to control the political and economic institutions. 

3. It may result in poor supervision of local governments’ activities by the central government. 

4. Accountability of government officials is reduced because of their ethnic affiliation. 

 

FIFTH WEEK 

TOPIC: DELEGATED LEGISLATION 

These are laws, rules and regulations made by other bodies than the legislature. 

It can also be defined as a law or regulation which is made by authorities, bodies or persons 

other than the parliament but under the permission or authorization of parliament to do so. 

Forms of Delegated Legislation: 

1. Order-in-Council: This refers to the power delegated to the British Monarch to make a 

royal proclamation when there is need to exercise unusual legislative powers in the country. 

2. Statutory Instrument: These are rules, laws and orders made by ministers and 

commissioners. Such orders are endorsed by the parliament. 

3. Provisional orders: These refers to the power conferred on a public corporation by a 

minister to perform certain responsibilities. 

4. Bye-Laws: Bye laws are those rules and regulations made by local government and public 

corporations for effective running and performance of their duties. 

5. Special Procedure Orders: These are orders made to meet emergencies and local needs of 

people.  

Control of Delegated Legislation: 

1. Judiciary Control: The courts have a duty to protect the rights and liberties of the citizens. 

The court can therefore declare any legislation illegal, unconstitutional and ultra vires should 

such legislation violate the rights of citizens. 

2. Parliamentary Control: The parliament usually has the constitutional responsibility of 

controlling delegated legislation, by considering, approving or rejecting any rules or 

regulations under delegated legislation. 

3. Public Control: Public outcry or protest serves as a serious check on the bodies empowered 

to enact delegated legislation. 

4. The Mass Media (Press Control): The mass media help to control delegated legislation by 

pollicising such laws, and offering the public the opportunity to criticise and raise any 

objections as necessary. 

5. Ombudsman or Public Complaint Commission: The commission can also control some 

administrative orders or rules by some bodies once the report is made to them. 

6. Financial Control: Government may send its auditors to perform this function. This 

enhances effective financial management. 

Advantages of Delegated Legislation 
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1. It allows experts to make relevant rules and regulations in their areas of specialisation. 

2. It relieves the legislature of the burden of work required of them. 

3. It allows for spontaneous response to some cases of emergency. 

4. The impact of the government is felt at local levels through the local authorities. 

 

Disadvantages of Delegated Legislation 

1. It negates the Montesquieu’s theory of separation of powers. 

2. It allows for hasty decision making. 

3. It amounts to negligence of duties. Members of parliament seek unnecessary relief from their 

expected responsibilities. 

4. Delegated legislation lacks publicity. 

5. The executive may usurp the powers of the legislatures and become more powerful and 

dictatorial. 

6. Laws can be changed at will. 

7. The level of control of delegated legislation by the judiciary and legislature may be 

ineffective. 

 

SIXTH WEEK 

TOPIC: CITIZENSHIP 

Citizenship is the status enjoyed by nationals of a country, which entitles them to full legal, 

economic, social and political rights. 

A citizen is a person with full potential, social and economic rights. 

Acquisition of Citizenship: 

Citizenship can be acquired through the following ways: 

1. By Birth: This is acquired through blood that is when one’s parents are citizens of a 

particular stated. It can be acquired also by being born in a country by alien parents. In U.S.A 

and Britain, citizenship is acquired by this means. 

2. By Naturalization: In this situation, an alien can become a citizen of a state if he desires 

and satisfies the prescribed conditions. Naturalisation is the process by which nationals of other 

nations are granted citizenship after satisfying the prescribed requirements. Conditions for 

naturalization are: 

i. Age 

ii. Character (being of good character) 

iii. Proof of genuine intention to be domiciled in the state. 

iv. Proof of contribution to the growth of the domiciled state. 
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v. Taking an oath of allegiance. 

vi. Renouncing the citizenship of any other state. 

3. By Registration: This is acquired through registration after being married to a citizen or 

registration of an adult born outside a state whose grandparents are citizens of the state. Before 

registration, in both cases, character check is performed, an oath of allegiance is administered, 

the desire to be domiciled in the state must be proved and original citizenship must be 

renounced. 

4. Citizenship by Conferment: This is a citizenship that is given as an honour. It is given to 

an individual   by a foreign country because of his excellent qualities, work or achievement. 

Duties and Obligations of Citizens: 

There are certain duties and obligations which a citizen owes to his country in order to fully 

enjoy the rights. Some of these are: 

1. A citizen must be loyal to his community and to the government of his country. 

2. A citizen must obey all the laws, rules and regulations made by the government of his 

country. 

3. A citizen must respect his country’s head of state or government. 

4. A good citizen must pay his tax as and when due. 

5. A citizen should help to defend his country against internal and external enemies. 

6. Every qualified citizen should vote during elections. 

7. A citizen should always take good care of public property. 

8. Citizens should always assist the police in preventing crime or arresting criminals. 

9. A good citizen should show due respect for the national flag and anthem of his country. 

10. Where obtainable, a citizen should perform compulsory national or military service for his 

country when called upon to do so. 

Differences between Citizens and Non-Citizens: 

1. A citizen has the right to vote and be voted for while a non-citizen do not have the right to 

vote and be voted for. 

2. A citizen has full legal rights, while the legal rights of a non-citizen are limited. 

3. A citizen can hold any public office, while a non-citizen cannot hold any public office. 

4. The rights of a citizen are defined by the country’s constitution, while the rights and duties 

of a non-citizen are derived from international conventions, hospitality of the host country and 

immigration laws. 

5. A citizen may do any job, perform any duty or engage in any legal business while a non-

citizen is precluded from certain jobs, duties and business for state security reasons. 

6. A non-citizen can be deported if the need arises, while a citizen cannot be deported under 

any circumstance. 
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EIGHT WEEK 

TOPIC: POLITICAL PARTIES 

A political party is an organised group of like-minded persons seeking to take control of 

government through constitutional means. 

It can also be defined as any group organised to seek government office through elections under 

a given name. Political parties are concerned with gaining the power and control of 

government. Example: Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), All Progressive Grand Alliance 

(APGA), Action Congress of Nigeria (CAN), All Peoples Congress (APC), Accord Party, et 

cetera. 

Organization of Political Parties: 

The organization of political parties consist of: 

1. Board of Governors: They are the king makers, the power brokers who decide very serious 

and important matters. They are the foundation members of the party. 

2. National Executives: This is made up of the chairman, deputy and other national officers. 

It helps in organizing primary elections for parties in the state, local government and wards. 

3. State Executives: The state executive controls the affairs of the party in their various states 

but take instructions and directives from the national executives. 

4. Local government executive: They also take decisions at the local level of the parties. They 

help in producing senators and representatives to the House of senate and House of 

representatives at the centre. 

5. Ward Executives: These people see to the party’s activities at the ward level and at the 

grass root level. 

Functions of Political Parties: 

1. Political parties educate the electorate through campaigns and rallies which stimulate their 

political awareness. 

2. They help to aggregate, that is, bring together different interest and opinion of a large number 

of people and use these to make up their manifesto. 

3. They provide opposition to the government in power. 

4. Political parties serve as a training ground for future political leaders. 

5. They help in increasing the political participation of the people. 

6. They sponsor candidates for political offices during elections.  

7. They help in spreading necessary information on government policies. 

8. Political parties serve as a forum for national unity by bringing together people from different 

ethnic and religious groups. 

Types of Political Parties: 

1. Elite/Cadre Political Party: This usually comprises of only the wealthy, the professionals 

and the influential people. It is a party based on reputation and does not bother about 

membership. They are conservative and believe in quality not in quantity. 
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2. Mass Political Party: Mass parties are those whom membership is drawn from all segments 

of society, including men and women, the rich and the poor, the educated and the illiterate. It 

aims at protecting the interest of the masses. Mass parties take such names as People’s Party, 

Labour Party, Workers Party et cetera. 

3. Broker Parties: These parties are formed with members drawn from the upper and lower 

classes of the society. Their aim is to reconcile the conflicting interests of the rich and the poor. 

4. Religious Parties: These are parties that are based on religious principle and doctrines. 

 

PARTY SYSTEM 

Party system is the pattern of political parties in a country. This may vary according to the 

number of parties in the country. 

Types of Party System: 

1) One Party System: A country is said to be a one-party state when only one political party 

is legally allowed in a country. One-party system has lost its appeal in contemporary times and 

very few countries are still practicing it. Example: Cuba, North Korea and China. 

Features of One-Party System: 

1. The party chairman is also the head of state. 

2. Party officials control important government positions. 

3. Opposition party is not allowed to exist. 

4. The party and the government have the same meaning. 

Advantages of One-Party System: 

1. It is economical to run. 

2. It makes decision faster and easier to take. 

3. It provides single political focus. 

4. It removes rivalry and ensures stability. 

Disadvantages of One-Party System: 

1. It does not allow opposition parties. 

2. It is authoritarian. 

3. It reduces the political participation of the people. 

4. There is abuse of power by the party men. 

5. It limits the people’s chance of choosing creditable leaders. 

 

2) Two Party System: This is a party where only two political parties are officially recognized. 

Example: USA (Democrats and Republicans), Britain (Conservative and Labour Party). 
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Advantages of Two-Party System 

1. The decision making takes into account the criticism of the opposition. 

2. Competition among parties increases political awareness in the electorate. 

3. It makes provision for an alternative political party thereby widening the choice of the 

electorate. 

4. It is democratic and open. 

5. It allows the electorate to change a ruling party when such party fails to perform efficiently. 

Disadvantages of Two-Party System 

1. The ruling party may not provide resources or amenities to areas that do not support it. 

2. The electorate choice is limited. 

3. The two-party system divides the country into two ideological and antagonistic groups which 

may breed violence. 

3) Multi-Party System: 

A multi-party system may be defined as a party system in which more than two political parties 

are allowed to compete for gaining of political power and governing the country. It tends to be 

an extension of two-party system, one-party seldom wins a clear-cut majority of the seats in 

the parliament to enable it from the government. This inability of one party to win a clear-cut 

majority of seats in parliament leads to the formation of a coalition government. 

A coalition government is one formed by two or more political parties that come together as a 

result of the inability of one of the existing parties to win a clear-cut majority seat in the 

parliament. 

Advantages of Multi-Party System: 

1. It provides the electorates wider range of choice of political parties or representatives. 

2. It prevents dictatorship as there are alternative parties who may help to change the leadership. 

3. It encourages the formation of coalition governments. 

4. It allows the citizens to exercise their fundamental human rights of political association. 

5. It gives room for the practice of principle of democracy in a country. 

6. It widens political education of the electorates. 

Disadvantages of Multi-Party System: 

1. It is expensive to run. 

2. It leads to unhealthy rivalry. 

3. It may lead to unstable government as too many political parties are competing for political 

power. 

4. It exposes the country to all forms of election malpractices like rigging. 

5. It produces ethnic and sectionally based political party. 
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6. It provides weak political parties. 

PARTY MANIFESTOS 

A party manifest can be defined as the cardinal plan or programme of a political party which 

the party present to the electorates and intends to fulfil if elected into power. 

Importance of a Party Manifesto: 

1. A party manifesto helps the electorate to assess and evaluate a political party based on its 

aims, objectives and programmes. 

2. It gives direction to the ideology and programmes of a political party. 

3. It helps the electorate to take an informed decision on which to vote for among the various 

political parties in a country. 

4. It usually attracts supporters or members to a political party. 

 

NINTH WEEK 

TOPIC: PRESSURE GROUPS 

A pressure group can be defined as any group of people bound together by some common 

interests or profession who engage in some activities to influence government policies to their 

own advantage. 

It can also be defined as an organization of people of common interest who seek not to form or 

control the government but to influence government policies so as to favour them. 

Unlike political parties, pressure groups are not interested in direct governance or in contesting 

elections. They may however support particular candidates or parties they regard as supportive 

of their cause. Examples: Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), Nigerian Union of Journalists 

(NUJ), Railway Workers Union et cetera. 

Pressure groups can also be referred to as social interest group. 

Types of Pressure Groups 

1. Economic Pressure groups: These pressure groups focus on the economic well-being of 

their members. They comprise mostly producers and manufacturers. Example: the Nigerian 

Association of chambers of Commerce, Mines and Agriculture of Nigeria (NACCIMA), 

Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN). 

2. Professional or Occupational Pressure Groups: These are pressure groups of people that 

belong to the same occupation or profession who try to profession who try to protect their work 

or professional interests. Example: Nigerian Medical Association, Nigeria Union of Teachers, 

Nigerian Bar Association et cetera. 

3. Religious Pressure Groups: These are pressure groups of people that belong to the same 

religion and wish to influence government decision in favour of their belief or members. 

Example: Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs and the Christian Association of Nigeria. 

4. Promotional Groups: These are pressure groups that promote some causes which may not 

directly benefit their members. Example: National Council for eradicating illiteracy, Human 

Rights groups and the Red Cross. 
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5. Anomic Pressure Groups: These are interest groups that use violence, demonstration, 

assassination and the like in expressing their aims and objectives. They are mob groups, not 

well organised but may be interested in some common goals. 

Characteristics of Pressure Groups: 

1. Pressure groups exist to protect the common interest of members. 

2. They have one ideology or problems. 

3. They are united for their cause. 

4. The influence government policies concerning their interest. 

5. They are determined and dogged in their bid to achieve their aims in spite of harassment 

from the government. 

Mode or Strategies used by Pressure Groups in Influencing Government: 

1. Lobbying: Pressure groups lobby members of the legislature in order to pass laws that are 

favourable to their members. 

2. Issuing Ultimatum: This involves giving a time frame in which government must heed to 

their demands or face future action. 

3. Campaigns and Propaganda: They mount rigorous campaigns and propaganda on mass 

media in other to attract public attention. 

4. Demonstration: They may embark on either peaceful or violent demonstration to achieve 

their demands depending on the attitude of the government of the day to their demands. 

5. Protest Letters: They write protest letter to government offices or the legislature to achieve 

their aims. 

6. Dialogue/ Consultation: They are consulted and they too consult government officials 

before some policies are made and executed. 

7. Strikes and Boycotts: They use these as the last weapons at the expiration of their 

ultimatums when their demands are not met. 

Functions of Pressure Groups: 

1. They try to make the government more attentive to the needs of the people. 

2. They provide specialised and expert information to the government on their interests. 

3. They help to educate their members and the public on their rights. 

4. They act as the watchdogs that check the activities of the government. 

5. They act as a link between the people and the government. 

6. They provide welfare services to their members. 

7. They help in improving the standard of living of their members through agitation for increase 

in wages and salaries. 

8. They help in maintaining sanity, law and order through their professional rules and ethics. 

 


