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TRUE RELIGION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. 

Meaning of True Religion: 

            This is not merely attending church services and programs and contributing to the church, not 

religious feasts, sacrifices and thanksgiving. These are not bad in themselves but should go hand 

in hand with morality. This demands purity of heart, honest desire and justice.  

            SOCIAL JUSTICE: 

            AMOS 2:6-8, 4:1-3, 5:1-24, 7:10-17, 8:4-14) 

            The background to prophet Amos’ message: 

             Amos was the earliest of the eight century prophets. Prior to his call to prophetic duty, he was a 

shepherd and a dresser of sycamore tree. Amos was a native of Tekoa in Judaea, but he prophesied 

in the northern kingdom, during the reigns of Jeroboam II in the kingdom and the time of Uzziah 

in Judah. 

            It was a period of economic boom in the northern kingdom (Israel), which resulted in increasing 

disparity between the rich and the poor, oppression of the poor by the rich therefore became 

dominant social evil. 

            The social as well as the religious evils that prevailed in the northern kingdom at the period 

necessitated Amos’ divine ministry there. 

            AMOS EXPOSES AND CONDEMNS THE SOCIAL EVILS OF THE TIME (Amos 2:6-8, 

4:1-3, 5:1-24, 8:1-14) 

            When social injustices and religious malpractices of Israel had reached its peak, Amos condemned 

the social and religious immoralities among the people. 

            The social evils Amos condemned include: 

1. Oppression of the poor by the rich: This existed in various forms such as: 

a. Dishonesty of the merchants: 

These people used falsified weights or measures, hence, they said “we may make the ephah 

small and shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances. In most cases sold refuse as 

wheat to the poor (Amos 8:4-6) 

b. Bribery and corruption at the law court: 
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The poor were denied justice as the judges could easily be bought over, the poor had no fair 

trial in the courts. The wealthy sold the righteous for silver and the needy for a pair of shoes. 

(Amos 2:6-8) 

c. Greed and drunkenness:  

The women of Samaria were mostly condemned in this aspect. They were making excessive 

demands on their husbands who in turn robbed and crushed the poor to meet their wives’ 

demands. Those women were overfed and Amos described them as Cows of Bashan, who 

consequently be taken captive to Harman in Assyria. (Amos 4:1-3) 

D: Selfish luxury of the rich: 

The wealthy built stone houses and lived in great luxury with proceeds derived from their 

cheating of the poor. They used expensive beds made of ivory, all the expense of the poor in 

the society. (Amos 6:4-6) 

2. Licentiousness: 

Social immorality was one of the social evils of Amos’ time (Amos 2:7). The level of 

prostitution was so high that a man and his father could go into the same woman. 

 

RELIGIOUS EVILS: 

During the days of prophet Amos, social evils co-existed with religious insincerity. 

1. Their religion was highly developed on the ceremonial side and completely lacking on the 

spiritual aspect. Hypocrisy, idolatry and empty formalism characterized the religion of the 

people. There were regular worship or assemblies, regular and costly offerings and magnificent 

places of worship, yet social evils still prevailed. Amos said that religious ceremonies or 

activities are useless if they do not influence our lives. 

2. Corrupt practices in the place of worship: 

Apart from the emptiness of their religious activities, the people also engaged in corrupt 

practices in the places of worship. The people were going to Gilgal and Bethel (their religious 

centres), not to religious centres), not to worship but to engage in all forms of evil practices. 

These included cult prostitution, drunkenness and unnecessary fines, which affected only the 

poor. (Amos 4:4,8). 

3. Little regard for holy period: 

The observance of the holy periods like new moon were seen by the people at this time as an 

interruption of their business transactions. (Amos 8:5) 

4. Idolatry: 

Idolatry as said earlier was one of the religious evils of the period, for the people were even 

swearing by foreign gods. 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE RELIGION: 

Characteristics of true religion include: honest desire, purity of heart, humanity and fair play 

etc. it is not characterized by regular worship and offering only. This was what Amos meant 

by declaring that God demanded justice and righteousness from his people and not sacrifice. 

(Amos 5:21-24). 

 

DIVINE JUDGMENT: 
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Amos: 

 

As a means of trying to make the people of Israel return to him, God visited them with drought, 

famine and pestilence. Yet they remained unrepentant. Amos, therefore prophesied about the 

impending divine judgement, the sanctuaries would be destroyed. (Amos 5:14-17). The people 

of Israel would suffer captivity through Assyria. 

Amos further prophesied during his encounter with Amaziah, that when divine judgement 

would come upon the people, the men would be taken captive, leaving their wives behind in 

the city as harlots, and would die in a strange land, their sons and daughters would fall by the 

sword. (Amos 7:16-17) 

AMAZIAH’S ANGRY REACTION TO AMOS’ PROPHECY OF DOOM (AMOS 7:10-

17). 

Amos’ prophecy against the sanctuaries, especially the destruction’ of Bethel, the exile of the 

whole people of Israel including King Jeroboam II and the members of his family was seen by 

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel as conspiracy. He, therefore, reported the prophet to the king. 

Amaziah also ordered Amos to go back to his country, the southern kingdom and prophesy 

there to earn a living and should not prophesy any loner at Bethel, for it was the king’s 

sanctuary and court. 

Amos then answered Amaziah saying “I am not a prophet neither I am a prophet’s son” (Amos 

7:10-14). By this statement, Amos meant that the was not one of the sons of prophets. These 

sons of prophets were professional prophets who prophesied for pay and in most cases would 

utter false prophecies. Amos explained himself as a prophet of God. He narrated how God 

called him out of his former occupation as a shepherd and a dresser of sycamore trees to go 

and prophesy to the people of the northern kingdom. (Amos 7:14). Prophet Amos further 

prophesied about the impending exile and said that during the time, their wives would be 

harlots in the city and their sons and daughters would fall by the sword. 

 

Appeal for Repentance. 

Amos’ prophesies were dominated with impending doom to Israel due to their sins, making 

him to be referred to as the prophet of doom. But there were some positive notes in his 

prophecies. 

After warning about divine judgement, he urges the people to seek good and not evil, he also 

advised them to establish justice in the land, so that they might live and not die which the 

divine judgement was sure to come. (Amos 5:14-15). 

That God should be within and not outside. They should not seek Bethel or Gilga, since all 

these places of worship would be brought to ruins. (Amos 5:5) 

Eventually, all the prophecies of Amos about divine judgement came to fulfilment through 

Assyrian invasion as the people of Israel remained unrepentant. 

 

Reasons why those who oppose God should be condemned: 

1. Since God is our creator, it is condemnable to oppose him. 

2. Opponents of God are evil to others. 

3. They should be opposed because their teaching leads to unhappiness and destruction. 
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4. They violate God’s law, word and will. 

 

SOCIAL EVILS IN NIGERIA 

There are social evils in Nigeria comparable to those of Amos time. They include: 

1. Cheating in business, fake goods are sold and false measures are used to make high profits. 

2. The nation’s wealth is in the hands of a few. The poor ones are neglected. 

3. Indiscipline abound in our places of work. We don’t seem to have the interest of our country 

at heart. 

4. Violent crimes such as armed robbery, kidnapping etc. 

5.  Drunkenness and sexual immorality such as adultery, fornication, homosexuality, lesbianism 

etc 

Moral Lesson: 

1. Regular participation in religious activities is not a yardstick for measuring righteousness 

before God. 

2. Uprightness exalts nations, while sin brings the downfall of nations and the suffering of its 

people. Ill -gotten wealth is an offence before God. 

 

TRUE RELIGION CONT’D 

 

GOD ASKS HOSEA MARRY GOMER A HARLOT AND RAISE CHILDREN OF 

HARLOTRY BY HER TO ILLUSTRATE ISRAEL’S HARLOTRY IN FORSAKING 

AND FOLLOWING IDOL. 

 

The background of Hosea’s prophetic ministry: 

 

Hosea was one of the eight century prophetic ministry. His ministry covered the periods of 

kings Uzziah,Jothan and Ahaz in the southern kingdom and the period of Jeroboam II in the 

northern kingdom and the delivered his message there. 

During the time of Hosea’s prophetic ministry in Israel, the northern kingdom was witnessing 

a period of political instability and religious syncretism. Baalism prevailed. 

 

Hosea’s message of God’s persistent love to unfaithful Israel. (Hosea 1,2,3). Prophet Hosea 

used the story of his marriage experience to illustrate God’s love for Israel, despite the people’s 

unfaithfulness to him. 

 

 The story of Hosea’s marriage life 

Hosea, the son of Beeri was commanded by God to marry a harlot, Gomer, the daughter of 

Diblaim, and have children of harlotry through her. Hosea obeyed God’s order and eventually 

had two sons and one daughter through the woman. The three children were all given symbolic 

names expressing God’s anger at the people of Israel, who had forsaken him, their God to play 

harlotry with other gods like Baals. 
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Their names were Jezreel, not pitied and not my people. 

 

INTERPRETATIONS OF THE NAMES OF HOSEA’S THREE CHILDREN. 

Jezreel- This was the name of the first son. It meant that God in due time punish the house of 

Jehu for the blood of Jezreel. He would put an end to the kingdom of Israel and break their 

bow in the valley of Jezreel. The blood of Jezreel here refers to the innocent blood which the 

wicked Jehu shed at the valley of Jezreel during his revolution. The punishment predicted on 

the house of Israel which Jezreel, the name of Hosea’s son signified, meant foreign invasion, 

massacre, captivity and loss of independence. 

 

Lo-ruhamah or not pitied or no mercy- This was the name of prophet Hosea’s daughter, the 

second child, not pitied. 

‘not pitied” meant that God would no longer have pity upon Judah and would deliver the 

people of Judah but his might, and not by the people’s bow, sword, warhorses or horse men. 

 

Lo-ammi or not my people- this meant that God would no longer regard Israel as his chosen 

people because they had forsaken him. However, due to God’s steadfast love for Israel, the 

threatened punishment verses 4-9 would be for a limited time, and a period of blessings would 

follow. 

God promised: i) to multiply them greatly making them to be like sea sand that could not be 

numbered. 

ii) to forgive and restore the whole Israel, both Judah and the northern kingdom after the 

corrective punishment. They would thereafter be united under one leader. 

 

The unfaithfulness of Hosea’s wife and the prophets’ steadfast love for her. 

The story of Hosea’s marriage experience continued with how Hosea had provided and cared 

for his wife Gomer. 

Yet, she left him and followed worthless men, whom she had hoped to benefit more from. Due 

to Hosea’s persistent love for her, he continued calling and appealing to her to come back to 

him. Hosea knew that far from benefitting more from those other men, she was going to suffer. 

Hosea himself would chastise her. Then she would decide to return to him, her first husband. 

 

Israel’s Superficial Response to God’s Love And Call For Repentance. 

As the people of Israel started suffering because of their sins, they thought that to effect 

superficial return to go would be enough to alleviate their suffering. Hence, they came with 

much sacrifices and burnt offerings. They did not return with repentant heart, rather, they 

returned because they were suffering. Their concern was just to be free from God’s 

chastisement. They were not bothered about the root of causes of their broken relationship with 

God which were lack of love and knowledge of God. 

 

Israel dwells in sins: 

The bible lists the sins of the people in Hosea 4 as follows 

1 False swearing 
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2 Lying 

3 Killing (as there was much blood shed) 

4 Stealing 

5 Adultery  

6 Idolatry 

Summarizing the spiritual state of the state people Hosea said “There is no faithful or kindness 

and no knowledge of God in the land. 

 

In what ways are names significant in our society? 

 

Names are significant in our society through the following ways: 

1. Names point to the desire of the parents- what they want their children to be. 

2. The name of the child indicates the circumstances surrounding the birth. 

3. Names indicate ethnic/tribal/religious identity. 

4. Names determine the position of the child in the family in commemoration of important events 

in the family/village. 

 

Factors that ensure a stable marriage. 

1. Mutual love, trust and respect/understanding. 

2. Economic security. 

3. Effective communication/quality time with each other. 

4. Sharing responsibility. 

5. Spirit of forgiveness, no matter the circumstances. 

6. Endurance/patience/courage to withstand family problems/friends. 

7. Faithfulness/commitment. 

8. Praying together/ intercession to restore broken relationships 

9. Tolerance 

10. Prudent use of financial resources. 

 

 

 


