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FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED BEFORE ENTERING INTO MARRIAGE 

1) Character: There is need for the couple to know themselves well and understand their 

strengths and weakness before getting married. 

2) Physical fitness: Physical fitness of the couple is important but must not be given an 

undue though. 

The major thing to be considered is live, trust, tolerance and under standing 

3) Age: The differences between the ages of the couple should not be wide. They should 

not also be tender so that they must have acquired enough knowledge to face the 

realities of marriage. 

4) Mental fitness: It is advisable that either of the couple is mentally fit. 

5) Genetic consideration: It is important for couple to be undergo medical tests such as 

genotype, blood group and HIV/AID to ensure compatibility of the two. 

6) Finance: The partners should have some reliable means of living in order to provide 

for the family needs when they get married. 

Importance of Marriage 

1) Marriage offers respect and dignity to a man and woman. Unmarried man and woman 

of age are not respected by the society. 

2) Marriage helps in the maintenance and sustenance of society through child bearing. 

3) It brings different families together. 

4) It encourages inheritance and sustenance of family linage. 

5) Marriage provides the couple with companionship which enables them to have social 

and emotional stability or support in times of difficulty and old age. 

Duties and obligations of citizens 
There are certain responsibilities expected of citizens of a country which brings about 
harmonious relationship between government and individuals. Some of them are: 

1) Obedience to the law: Individual citizens must obey the law of the country. 
2) Respect to constituted authority: Citizen must show respect to the leaders in 

authority. 
3) Payment of tax: Individuals must pay their taxes rates for the business premises, 

license fees etc. as at when due. 
4) Voting during Election: Every eligible citizen should vote for the candidates of their 

choice during election. 
5) Protection of public property: Citizens should judiciously use and protect public 

property. 
6) Partnership with the police: Individual citizens should always assist the police in 

preventing crime by reporting criminals in their communities. 



BUBENDORFF MEMORIAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL, ADAZI- NNUKWU 

BMGS – Greatness through Hard work 

7) Respect for National symbols: These include Nigerian coat of arm, National flag, 
Nigeria currency etc. should be respected by the citizen. 

 
Duties of government towards its citizens  
For the relationship between government and individual citizens to be cordial, the 
government on their part must perform some responsibilities which include: 

1) Law making: The legislative arm of government makes law to regulate the conduct of 
her citizens. 

2) Maintenance of law and order: The governments maintain peace, law and order 
through the police and judiciary. 

3) Policy formulation: The government formulate policies laws and programmes and 
carry them out for the benefits of the citizens. 

4) Protection of life and property: This is done by the police for the government. 
5) Provision of employment opportunities: It is the duty of government to provide job 

opportunities for citizens in government departments and create enabling 
environment to provide enterprises. 

6) Provision of social amenities: It is the responsibility of government to provide social 
amenities like school, hospitals, electricity, good roads, and pipe borne water etc. for 
her citizens. 

7) Political responsibility: It is the duty of government to conduct free and fair elections 
and allows the activities of political parties. 

 
Meaning of Inter-communal relationship 
Inter- communal relationship is a relationship which exist between two or more communities. 
A good inter-communal relationship promote peace and harmony among the communities 
and bring people of various communities together. 
 
Concept of Inter-communal relationship 
Inter-communal relationship is the inter reaction that exist among individuals, groups and 
organization that share social interests, goals, aspirations etc. in a given place. 
 
Forms of inter-communal relationship 

1) Inter-communal trading activities 
2) Marriage ceremonies 
3) Dispute over farm land 
4) Cultural ceremonies  
5) Political struggle for power and leadership 
6) Co-operation in the provision of social amenities 
7) Sports and festivals 

 
Importance of Inter-communal relationship 

1) It promotes unity: Inter-communal relationship encourage unity among people of 
different culture, geographical area, social, religious and traditional groups. 

2) It promotes mobility and exchange of manpower 
3) It promotes economic progress: People go to other communities to do business 
4) It promotes development such as infrastructure 
5) It promotes security of life and property. 
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6) It promotes government programmes and policies: The leaders of the programmes 
and policies 

7) It promotes inter-communal/ tribal their neighbouring communities 
 
Skills needed for resolving Inter- communal conflicts 

1) Dialogue: This refers to a formal discussion between two group and communities on 
how to resolve a dispute. Continuous dialogue provides a realistic approach to conflict 
settlement 

2) Mediation: This is the process of resolving conflicts in another person intervene 
between disputants to settle the quarrel. A mediator could be a group of persons, 
organization or a person who is not only peace loving but also patriotic. 

3) Tolerance: Communities can tolerate themselves in their bid to resolve conflict 
4) Grass-roots community based activity: Grass root activities like new yam festival, 

marriage ceremonies, accompanying mourning rites etc. brings people from far and 
near to have face to face  interaction that is capable of removing malice and help them 
to forget the past. 

5) Security Intervention: When there is conflict, the security agents like police, military, 
civil defence officers etc. calm the tension and anger and allow discussion to start. 

6) Communication: Exchange of information can help to remove doubt, suspicion and 
contributes to the process of confidence building, thereby resolving the conflict. 

 
Meaning of Human Right 
Human rights are the privileges, liberties and freedom enjoy by human beings. The universal 
declaration of Human right was adopted on 10th December 1948 by United Nations general 
assembly. The human rights are entrenched 1999 constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria 
at chapter 4 (section 33-43) 
 
Examples of Fundamental Human Rights   

1) Right to life 
2) Right to dignity of human person 
3) Right to personal liberty 
4) Right to fair hearing 
5) Right to private and family life 
6) Right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion 
7) Right to freedom of expression and the press 
8) Right to freedom of movement 
9) Right to peaceful assembly and association 
10) Right to acquire and own immovable property anywhere in Nigeria 

 
Source of Human right 

1) The united Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 
2) Documents and treaties of International organizations 
3) Constitutions of countries 
4) Customs and traditions 
5) Moral principles etc. 
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Characteristics of Human Right 
1) Universality: They are applicable to all human beings in the society 
2) Enforceability: The rights must be enforced by the nation 
3) Repriprocity: an individual should recognize respect other people’s right 
4) Inalienability: Human right cannot be taken away any person except in accordance 

with the law 
5) Equality: Everybody has equal rights 

 
 
 
Meaning and history of UDHR 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is declaration adopted by the United Nations 
Assembly in 1948. The articles of UDHR define civil and polities rights such as right to life, right 
to liberty, right to fair trial etc. as well as definitions of economic, social and cultural rights 
which include right to social security and to participate in the cultural life of one’s community. 
  
The UDHR was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 10th December 1948, as 
a result of experience of the Second World War. With the creation of United Nation after the 
Second World War, the International community vowed never to allow conflict to happen 
again. The World leaders came up with document to guarantee the rights of every individual 
everywhere. The Assembly reviewed the document as declaration of Fundamental Human 
Rights. 
 
Core freedoms of UDHR 

1) Elimination of racial discrimination: This freedom seeks forge International 
understanding among races and the elimination of discrimination based on race, 
colour, descent or ethnic origin which may prevent one from enjoying his human rights 

2) Elimination of discrimination against woman: All state was enjoined to eliminate all 
forms of discrimination based on sex which hold down woman from fulfilling their 
ambitions and talents. This includes customs, traditions 

3) Elimination of torture: All state are to strive to elimination of all forms of torture and 
mental pains arising from human abuse and deprivation. 

4) Right of the Child: It describes a child as a person under 18, that the child has certain 
fundamental rights that should be protected, they include: right to life, the right to 
enjoy parental care and obligation etc. 

5) Right of all migrant workers: This treaty seeks to protect the right of migrant workers; 
hence it advocates that migrant workers should enjoy equal treatments as nationals. 

6) The International covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights: Rights embodied 
under this treaty are right to work, right to security, education and reasonable 
standard of living, right to enjoy the benefits of cultural and scientific progress etc. 

7) Right of persons with disabilities: The treaty provides for the protection of the right 
of persons with disabilities by the states this includes the right to be recognized in the 
community, right to private life etc. 
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The roles of citizens in promoting UDHR 
1) Giving financial support to human rights abuse victims 
2) Individuals are expected to become conscious of their rights as citizens and be 

ready to claim it. 
3) Have respect for the right of their fellow beings 
4) Citizens should be willing to report cases of human rights abuse to necessary 

authority 
5) Joining human rights groups to promote respect for all human rights 
6) Casting their vote during election to political parties which believes in protection 

of human rights 
 
Roles of Government in promoting UDHR 

1) Conduct investigations into cases of human rights violation. The government do this 
in order to identify and bring to justice the perpetrators. 

2) States have a duty to adopt measure to educate and train the citizens on human rights. 
3) Establishment of agencies example NAPTIP, legal Aids council: These agencies will help 

to defend the human rights. 
4) The government should protect human right defenders against violence, 

discrimination and retaliation. 
 
 
 
Emergency period 
Emergency period is the period in which some people of the constitution are removed 
 
What happens during emergency period? 

1) Curfew: During emergency period; peoples’ movement is restricted for some time. It 
may 6 pm to 6 am or 24 hour depending on the situation. 

2) Disrespect for human right: Citizens are denied of the right such as freedom speech, 
freedom of movement etc. 

3) Indiscriminate arrest: The military arrest people anyhow during emergency period. 
4) Hoodlums commit all sorts of crimes such as kidnapping, raping, armed robbery etc. 
5) War: During emergency period, there may be war 
6) People flee their homes and move to safe place such like Internally displace persons 

camp (IDP) camps 
7) Military Intervention: The military leave their and take over the government to calm 

the situation. 
 


